CNN - I-85W BRIDGE COLLPASE COVERAGE - 
5:00 A.M E.T - 7:59 A.M E.T (THE DAY AFTER) 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NmzVE_QohbU (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NmzVE_QOohbU 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https:/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7X0OLKts7k4FT498ld_x5sq) on Sat Oct 24 2020. 


From Thursday, August 2nd, 2007 CNN - AMERICAN MORNING Coverage of the I-35-W bridge collapse in 
Minneapolis, MN . Coverage runs from 5:00 A.M E.T - 7:59 A.M E.T 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NmzVE_QOhbU) 


breaking news i literally thought i was dead this is a catastrophe of historic proportions devastating pictures 
and stories of horror and she just told my fiance the bridge i'm on is collapsing i've got to go we haven't heard 
anything since why did a minnesota bridge buckle and crumble over the mississippi river people cars trucks 
a school bus in a free fall i saw dust everywhere and people were screaming we know that there was at least 
50 vehicles probably much more than that on the bridge at the time of the collapse dramatic new eye report 
pictures and the search for answers on this special edition of american morning and welcome a lot of 
breaking news on this thursday august 2nd i'm kiran chetri this is a special edition of american morning we 
welcome our viewers from around the world also watching us on cnn international my co-host john roberts is 
making his way to the scene in minneapolis right now he's going to be joining us in a matter of minutes the 
latest information though about this bridge collapse we should let you know about it seven people confirmed 
killed the minneapolis star tribune though is reporting this morning that number has grown to nine they are 
also reporting that 20 people are still missing some 60 others were taken to the hospital they estimate about 
50 to 60 cars were on the bridge at the time of the buckling and collapse the search stopped at nightfall and 
we will expect it to resume at first light there more than 60 people again were injured taken to several 
different hospitals in the area and one of those hospitals said that six of their patients are in critical condition 
this morning the governor of minnesota has called it a catastrophe of historic proportions here's a look at the 
scene late last night where the bridge fell on both ends it was packed with rush hour traffic this was just after 
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hour traffic this was just after 6 pm cars dropped is plunged down as far as 64 feet the star tribune is quoting 
some drivers who Say that they felt it buckle and sway others say it felt like they were floating all i heard was 
noise one eyewitness says as the bridge gave way and then water splashed onto her windshield she says 
quote i just thought i was going under i rolled my windows down real quick so maybe i'd have some escape 
and then it stopped she actually got out without a scratch rescue crews responded with boats as well as dive 
gear that collapse happened again just after six o'clock local time the bridge is part of interstate 35 it spans 
the mississippi river estimates are that up to 50 vehicles 50 to 60 fell into the water and adam one of the 
most dramatic stories out of all of this a school bus full of children there were 52 kids on the bus at the time 
they were returning from a field trip with a summer youth program there you see the bus they were all able to 
get out through the back of the bus as that bus ended up teetering precariously right along the guard rail did 
not go into the water there were no serious injuries but eight of the kids were taken to a hospital two staff 
members who were on the bus were also injured now this bridge we're talking about is 40 years old 
construction crews were doing some resurfacing work on it one of the eight workers on that crew has been 
reported missing still the governor says that the bridge was inspected last back in 2006 also inspected in 
2005 and they did not find any structural problems there there was a report though from 2001 that found 
what it called fatigue problems but said that those problems were not likely to be serious ultimately the report 


recommended that replacement of the bridge was not necessary and again as we said it's a 40 year old truss 
bridge typically not built with the same amount of redundancies these are structural supports to support more 
weight that they like to build with now a little bit later we're going to be talking with a structural engineer about 
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talking with a structural engineer about what perhaps went wrong here and caused that bridge to collapse 
some of the most incredible pictures of the tragedy were shot by a teenager he arrived on the scene just a 
few minutes after the collapse and he used his high school press credentials to get close enough to 
document the disaster his name is andrew worrell he's in roseville minnesota he joins me on the phone right 
now andrew thanks for being with us this morning not a problem so you're 19 years old you just graduated 
high school in june and you used your high school press credentials uh to get close enough to the bridge to 
take some of these pictures you're taking right now what was it like when you first arrived on scene you know 
there was a lot of chaos and i think the first thing people think of with chaos is people running around it 
wasn't that kind of chaos it was more like people gathering on bridges just clogging every possible way to get 
through and emergency crews working as hard as they could to get down to the riverbank and get to people 
stuck or underwater so at this time when you arrived what did you get you got there about 15 minutes or so 
after this happened yeah um were the cars that were stopped a few feet before the part of the bridge that 
collapsed were they trying to move uh how are people i guess directing what people were supposed to do as 
the rescue effort began i'm sorry could you repeat the question i cut out a second it's okay i was just 
wondering how did they coordinate that rescue effort right a couple minutes after how did they make sure 
that cars that were halfway on to where the bridge had fallen didn't try to back up or drive away how were 
they controlling that situation as they looked for uh survivors you know it seemed like most people that were 
inside those cars were smart enough not to move at all a lot of people reportedly had on their emergency 
brakes and rescue crews went down with tethered ropes on body boards and they got those people out 
without even really moving the car at all and just left the cars there yeah because some of the scenes are so 
eerie we just 
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some of the scenes are so eerie we just see these cars some of them flipped on top of each other some of 
them stopped what looks like five or ten feet from the edge of the breakage of that bridge were you able to 
see any people in the water that needed rescuing i was not able to get that close the authorities were 
backing off the media as well as pedestrians and i did not see anyone in the water or getting rescued from 
the water at all what was it that struck you uh the most that you uh saw when you got on the scene you know 
to be honest the bridge just the condition of it was just shocking for me to see parts of it just absolutely gone 
and part of it just sitting on the water with cars almost intact right on top of it the school bus was just it made 
my heart drop when i saw that and the school bus what position was it located we see some of the shots it 
looks like it's up against a guard rail yes it looked like it was up against the guardrail it looked like the front 
tires had just barely made it over a peak of the concrete that was broken and that was also partially 
supporting it when you were there were you close enough that you were speaking to people who were on the 
bridge at the time and who who had managed to just by sheer luck not be in one of the cars that went into 
the water those people were around i did not speak to any of them i was just taking pictures what kind of type 
of impact has it had on the community you know i i think it's just one of those things where it kind of brings 
people together in one single cause where everyone has the same goal and that is to get as many people 
home safely as possible yeah and and when you look at the pictures i mean you still see smoke rising out of 
some of these cars apparently the rescue effort is going to continue this morning although they're calling it 
more of a recovery they believe that 20 people are still missing it's really just devastating when you think 
about it that these are people just trying to come home from from a day's work and uh and a bridge that they 
probably cross without thinking of it every single day just gave way yes exactly and i've crossed up that 
bridge many times going into downtown 
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bridge many times going into downtown going to church going to the twins games and just to think something 
like this could just happen any day is just horrifying and you say you if you would have decided to come a 
little bit earlier to see the batting practice you probably would have been on the bridge at the time that 
probably would have been about the time i would have been crossing the bridge yeah wow all right well 
andrew thank you for giving us those pictures and letting us take a look at what you were able to see on the 
scene andrew worrell a high school student who came to the scene just a few minutes after that collapse 
andrew thanks also will farley actually saw the bridge collapse yesterday he spoke with anderson cooper last 
night let's listen with us on the scene i want to go to the phone with will farley he actually saw the bridge 
collapse he was driving on the cedar avenue bridge which is the older stone structure you've been seeing in 
the background in a lot of these pictures will what time were were you on the scene what did you see um i 
was just leaving my girlfriend's house at like six o'clock we were driving into the dinky town area which is a 
college community campus area at which point when we're driving we saw a giant cloud of smoke and dust 
and debris and immediately we thought it was a fire but at which point we started driving over 35 w we 
realized the bridge has collapsed at that point my girlfriend and myself drove down on an off road to the 
mississippi river and just watched in [ __ ] as construction workers that they're puzzled and on booker buys 
and onlookers excuse me uh we're scared to death so you were actually on on the bridge and got off on an 
off ramp before getting to the point that had collapsed is that correct we were driving over the bridge um 
zinke town is fourth street um university uh kind of crosses over the 35 area where there's massive 
construction it's just it was it's chaotic it has been for the last couple weeks and uh you know my girlfriend 
told me she's like if this if she would have known the road was open she would have taken that bridge home 
and she would have been involved in 
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home and she would have been involved in it as well so we've heard so many different reports one person 
said the bridge started to buckle it went up it came down another person talked about an eerie silence that 
seemed to go on for some 10 minutes after the collapse before they started to hear sirens what did you 
witness in those first moments after you pulled off the off ramp for the first moments everybody nobody was 
doing anything everybody was in was an utter horror they were puzzled they were scared and confused um 
my girlfriend didn't want to go i walked under the bridge and at which point the bridge had collapsed on top of 
a bunch of train cars and people were trying to wedge the way between the train cars to uh get out and uh 
get out and try to save people in the river so uh i mean it was it was chaos could you could you see the river 
from where you were and if so what did you see in the river um i wasn't able to see the river i i refused to 
crawl between the train cars because at that point i wasn't sure if the bridge was stable or not but it looks like 
a lot of passenger buyers were attempting to take pictures with their camera phones and it sounds like 
there's a couple of liquid buyers that were also trying to save lives too so it was chaos down there how long 
did you stay on the scene for um probably probably around 15 minutes at which point um we couldn't we 
couldn't stay there any longer it was just it was too emotional a lot of a lot of people screaming from 
apartments just could not couldn't believe what's happening i mean this is one of the major roads in 
minnesota coming into the twin cities uh and during rush hour at i can't even imagine what it'd be like to be 
on that bridge so you actually you saw a smoke before you actually knew what was going on we saw a giant 
dust cloud and at which point i mean we realized it wasn't a fire and i mean we knew there was a lot of 
construction going on around there but when you see it when you start driving over it and you see the bridge 
and a middle part of the bridge is missing you can only assume assume the worst and i mean i don't know if 
it's good or bad that the mississippi was there but uh i mean it's scary stuff and i'd 
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i mean it's scary stuff and i'd children were on buses and i mean it was it was terrible so these were the 
eyewitnesses that really make the story that really bring it home they're sharing incredible pictures and eye 
reports with us and we're going to be bringing those to you all morning long including i believe we have some 
video that we're going to show you in a few minutes possibly of the actual collapse as it was taking place joe 
costello was one of many people who witnessed the bridge collapse yesterday he's in roseville minnesota 


just a few blocks from the scene he joins me now live on the phone and joe tell us where you were when all 
of this happened actually mountain rose i'm actually right downtown and i when it happened i was just 
beginning a nightly walk across what was called the stone arch bridge which is a pedestrian only bridge 
about a quarter mile due west of the 35 w bridge i just started on the bridge so i didn't have the entire bridge 
in view one of the railings is in the way the center section but i saw a big plume of smoke more or less erupts 
from the south end about almost like a geyser about 100 200 feet in the air followed shortly thereafter by the 
center section another smaller plume of smoke and then it took a few seconds for finally the north end um to 
just kind of buckle and go down i would say all in all it took approximately five seconds for the whole bridge 
to come down there's only a handful a handful of people on the on the bridge i was on and we were just 
shocked we there's several bridges in that area so we weren't sure exactly which one it was we were hoping 
it was not 35w um and in fact some people were just so confused by it um there's joggers on this bridge that 
they just kept on jogging didn't stop they didn't think much of it actually okay so are we seeing in some of 
these pictures this stone arch that you're talking about the pedestrian walkways it's quite close to where this 
collapse took place correct yeah i'm not looking on tv now but um there's a some of the pictures that there's 
people standing by like a brown 
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there's people standing by like a brown maroon type railing um looking out it's a wide open view of the river 
and the bridge and so you're when you're talking about 35w so the other side the other uh pass the span that 
you see that's still up that's the the eastbound of that same exact bridge that the other the other span that's 
still being seen is the either cedar avenue or 10th avenue bridge uh depends on who you talk to um and then 
just east of there then is a railroad bridge as well but the entire 35 interstate 35w and minneapolis is much 
like the dallas metropolitan fort worth area where 35 splits into 35 e and w w goes to minneapolis he goes 
through st paul um and so the entire 35 w north and southbound completely came down and when you just 
look at these pictures i mean it looks like it buckled into you know a v shape an upside down v shape how far 
down are we talking how high above the water is this river is this bridge you know i mean obviously the 
measurements that have been on all night they were saying 64 feet and to get a sense of that immediately 
after i went up on in one of those pictures you see a rail car a grayish rail car that's completely smashed and 
i was right at that point right next to that rail car standing at top of a hill looking straight down at several cars 
that it took me probably 10 seconds to figure out that they were cars they were just completely mangled and i 
would be shocked if anybody survived and i saw at least three vehicles of that in that condition yeah and and 
we saw a few from some of these pictures that we were getting it's hard to tell which which uh what would be 
the more desirable situation to have it uh to have your car go into the water some people are telling these 
amazing stories of being able to think quickly and uh and scramble out of their windows uh one one woman 
who was actually on the bridge when her car plunged into the water says she was removed she was able to 
get herself out without 
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she was able to get herself out without a scratch and eventually rescued can you just give us a sense of how 
that rescue started and how they coordinated trying to get as many people out of the river as possible from 
what i saw and first of all after it had collapsed it was eerily quiet for at least five minutes probably even more 
before we even heard a siren in the distance so it's very quiet for a long time when i got near the scene on 
the north end the first fire trucks had arrived had taken a wrong road and had to backtrack they were on the 
upper part of the hill and had to get closer to the river but they there just there was no um i don't want to say 
there wasn't a sense of urgency but even it seemed like the rescue workers were shocked themselves and 
from the scene that i saw there are several people there was one couple that was getting out through their 
sunroof for their sport utility there was a couple there was one lady laying on the side of the ground and 
people weren't rushing around it was just it was slow and deliberate but it just seemed everybody was kind of 
in a trance-like state even the rescue workers wow that that is amazing um we're hearing that there were just 
passersby who were trying to get into the river as well when they saw people to to try to pull them out and 
there were many who were rescued we have 60 people in local hospitals and again seven confirmed dead 


there are 20 people still missing and feared dead that's the situation this morning as at first light they're going 
to begin the recovery effort once again joe costello eyewitness of what had happened thank you very much 
for uh for talking with us this morning by the way we're staying on every angle on top of this breaking story 
coming up we're going to be speaking with a spokesperson for the red cross about what they're doing to try 
to help the need obviously is going to be great as we begin to see the area around there as the sun comes 
up this morning in minneapolis as the rescue slash recovery efforts begin anew and we're going to have 
much more on what's going on there also later 
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on what's going on there also later we're going to talk about why this may have happened examining the 
infrastructure of america's bridges many like this one built 40 years ago are they still safe we're going to talk 
more about that coming back on american it just started kind of like crunching down and i don't know we 
didn't know what was going on my eyes were closed i opened them i saw cement blocks in the front of the 
car and then all of a sudden we were stopped and our cars perpendicular to the ground so again if you're just 
joining us this morning this is a special edition of american morning it's 5 21 eastern time that makes it 4 21 
in minnesota in the twin cities this morning where we're covering the latest details coming into us about this 
bridge collapse and in fact we have actually obtained footage that was taken from security cameras it was 
recorded by a security camera that was on the north side of the bridge and we have it to show you this video 
was provided to cnn by someone who did not want to be identified since they were not authorized to 
distribute this publicly yet but again we did get this tape and there it is right now you can see just that cloud 
of dust that comes up as the i-35 west bridge that spans across the mississippi river just literally it almost 
looks like when we cover an implosion a deliberate implosion there you see someone running frantically to 
get out of the way no shoes on many people that were there describe it as chaos saying they feel as if they 
were cast in a surreal earthquake film somebody said it was like something out of a movie that bridge again 
there you see it almost just buckles up into an upside down v shape and you see the the plume of smoke 
coming there this again is a video recorded from a security camera that's on the north side of the bridge and 
it was provided to cnn by someone who didn't want to be identified because 


00:20:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NmzVE_QOhbU&t=1200s 





who didn't want to be identified because they were not authorized to uh to give this out yet i'm sure we will 
probably see more video like this coming throughout the day but these are some of the first pictures you're 
seeing of the actual structure buckling and then crumbling into the mississippi river this river uh this bridge by 
the way was packed with people it was the ha the heart of rush hour shortly after six o'clock in minneapolis 
uh on a typical day this bridge sees about a hundred thousand maybe even as as many as 200 000 uh cars 
and vehicles go across it cars trucks as we saw school buses and um there are unbelievable tales of survival 
people who plunged into the water and then uh were able just from smart thinking and sheer luck to get 
themselves out of their vehicles and the rescue effort of course underway as quickly as they could possibly 
muster trying to pull as many people out of the water there were other others that did not fare as well nine 
people killed according to the minneapolis star tribune and there are still 20 missing and unfortunately the 
fears are that they also may have not made it they've said this is a recovery effort this morning because they 
do not believe that anyone that was still in the river overnight survived you know there's a question this 
morning hanging over all of this that will probably come within the coming weeks as well and that's why this 
happened what caused that bridge to collapse now on the star tribune website we did find a link to a report 
from 2001 this report was from the university of minnesota's engineering department the bridge that 
collapsed today is mentioned in the report and here's one of the quotes that struck us it says concern about 
fatigue cracking in the deck truss is heightened by lack of redundancy in the main system when they say lack 
of redundancy a structural redundancy usually some sort of backup structure to carry the loads they say only 
two planes of the main 
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they say only two planes of the main trusses support the eight lanes of traffic the truss is determinate and the 
joints are theoretically pinned therefore if one member were severed by a fatigue crack that plane of the main 
trust would theoretically collapse this is a technical language for structural engineers and we will break it 
down a little more but what they seem to be saying in this report that came from the university of minnesota's 
engineering department is that perhaps the way that the bridge was constructed they didn't have enough 
other redundancy structural redundancies or supports in place so that if there was a weakness on one side it 
would affect the entire structure now we don't know if any steps were taken to address those concerns 
however governor tim pawlenty said that the bridge passed inspections in both 2005 and 2006 so we will 
continue to look into that throughout the course of the morning and in the coming days the tragedy in 
minnesota is bringing another notable bridge and road collapse many of them in fact back into the spotlight 
this morning in fact just yesterday right here on american morning we spoke to the driver of a fedex delivery 
truck robert sylvester his truck was crushed by support beams for a new overpass that collapsed on a 
highway north of sacramento in oroville california remarkably he escaped with just a sprained ankle there 
was also a construction worker there that suffered more serious injuries and engineers are saying they still 
do not know what triggered that collapse also in california the pictures that are hard to forget back in april a 
stretch of the bay bridge crumbled this one though happening a boy after a tanker truck had rolled over and 
exploded into flames the sheer heat coming up from the burning oil in that tanker is what ultimately ended up 
melting the trusses of that bridge and caused it to collapse only one driver was hurt in that also in 2002 a 
scene from webers falls oklahoma this is south of tulsa 14 people were killed when a barge hit a bridge over 
the arkansas river 
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bridge over the arkansas river a 500 foot section of that bridge collapsed an engineering report later 
determined that the bridge could have withstood the crash had it been built in accordance with the updated 
structural guidelines and it's important to remember that there have been many changes over the decades 
as technology has been able to give people a better idea of what uh these structures need in order to stay up 
even when something like a barge crashes into it it's different in this case in minnesota because there didn't 
seem to be any one event any traumatic event that took place that caused the bridge to just buckle when it 
did also in greenwich connecticut three people were killed back in 1983 when a bridge this bridge is on 
interstate 95 it collapsed there now you see it almost just looks like a chunk of it fell we have john roberts on 
the phone right now he is on his way to the scene right now in uh in minnesota he's going to be able to 
update us what's your progress john on on where you guys are locating your crew uh hey good morning 
karen we're just on the minneapolis side of the i-35 bridge collapse i'm standing about uh three four three or 
four hundred yards away from the actual site of the collapse and you can see that the rest of the roadway as 
it's both pancakes and then sitting on its end as it spans the mississippi river uh the police have got the area 
blocked off uh for a number of blocks around at the the tenth avenue bridge which is that arch bridgeway that 
you see in those pictures which parallels the i-35 bridge has been set up for emergency workers there's a lot 
of lights on that bridge right now illuminating the collapse and the river below there will not be any more 
recovery operations until first light here there's just there's so much debris down there in the in the water that 
they didn't want the recovery workers uh down there because they've actually been going in in wetsuits uh 
not even with masks on some of them holding their breath diving down into the cars trying to find out if there 
are still any occupants in the vehicle there are still some 20 people who are 
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there are still some 20 people who are believed to have to be missing they think they've got a number of 
about 50 cars in the river right now so so when that when the first light comes and that'll be in about another 
two hours here in minneapolis because it's only uh 4 30 in the morning uh they'll resume those efforts uh it 
really is a striking scene karen you were talking about other bridge collapses uh this really reminds me of the 
1993 northridge earthquake in california i was up in the antelope valley where sections of overpasses on 
interstate 5 had collapsed and of course that big section of that bridge on the i-10 freeway had collapsed as 
well it's very much like that uh with the exception though that this this bridge spanned water the section that 


actually spanned the mississippi river was almost 400 feet long so in the cases of the the bridge collapses in 
the northridge earthquake rescue workers were right there on the ground uh able to get to people who may 
have been trapped or may have been in some trouble because of those collapses i remember there was a 
motorcycle cop who was on his way to work up in the antelope valley and drove off the end of one of those 
overpasses that had completely come apart he was killed but now you have this enormous stretch of water 
so that really is hampering the recovery efforts but at this point officials say there's no reason to believe that 
there is anyone else left alive down there so it very quickly last evening they switched from a rescue to a 
recovery effort uh one that we'll probably resume in about two hours time here you know and you bring up a 
good point you were mentioning the one collapse because of an earthquake also uh you know the the 880 
the loma prieta earthquake back in 1989 that caused that section of the nimitz freeway to collapse that took 
nearly a decade to rebuild that section of freeway environmental concerns as well as design concerns ended 
up having it take a decade when you look at the devastation and you see this structure collapse like that you 
just wonder where do they even begin to try to get that area cleared out and 
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to try to get that area cleared out and to get things back to normal in the twin cities as we have seen though 
with that bridge collapse in oakland and as well this really started with the northridge earthquake some of 
these contractors go in there they're very adept at demolition and rebuilding a bridge the problem that you 
you have here though is it's just such an enormous span it's it's all just shy of 2000 feet and again it's over 
water and obviously all of the piers that were holding up the bridge collapsed as well so this is far more than 
just replacing some steel or setting up some new concrete beams on the original piers that were there 
everything here has to be replaced so this is this is a project that is going to be months if not more than a 
year in the making uh you know everybody's talking here about an article that appeared in the minnesota 
star tribune back in 2001 where they were talking about whether this bridge should one day be replaced and 
a study had suggested that if there were a crack in one of the main piers holding the bridge deck up that the 
whole thing could come down however the study concluded there was no reason to believe that it would 
crack and nor were there any cracks in in the superstructure as the engineers could could ascertain but 
obviously something something huge happened uh yesterday just after six o'clock people talked about 
hearing a vibration a huge vibration almost a harmonic vibration before the bridge went down there was 
some work being done in the bridge deck and that would involve a lot of jackhammering i've seen that ona 
lot of bridges in washington d.c but that wouldn't seem to be the sort of thing that could set up you know 
what's called that harmonic wave as we saw the window and that tacoma narrows bridge that everybody saw 
in science class uh back in the early part of the 19th century right uh where it just twisted it and blew it apart 
like it was a piece of taffy so nobody knows at this point what it was that may have set up that vibration but 
obviously kieran something triggered 
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obviously kieran something triggered that right and uh you mentioned that 2001 report also a 2001 report 
from the university of minnesota's own engineering department that that mentioned this bridge in particular 
and the concerns about the lack of a redundancy system where they where they have other structures 
supporting the main trusses of the bridge their concern was that there were only two planes of the main truss 
that ended up supporting eight lanes of traffic and they went on to say that if you Know one thing would 
happen if the uh if if that one part of that main truss collapsed it would cause the entire thing to because of 
the system um this was again just a university of minnesota engineering department report but as we said 
there was a yearly inspections taking place on this bridge uh certainly not something they expected to 
happen uh john while this bridge was built in 1967 it was built with the idea of two year 2000 traffic in mind so 
it was designed to last a long time to handle increasing volumes of traffic which is what has people so 
puzzled as to what kind of catastrophic event could bring the whole thing down what's what's really 
interesting though in in all of this is you look across the country and i don't have the exact number but i 
remember study some years ago it's probably going back five or eight years thousands of bridges across this 
country are desperately in need of repair or replacement it's the aging infrastructure here all these things 


were built in the 1960s uh when the interstate system was developed and uh you know they're just they're 
still sitting there they're obviously updated we see bridges in new york city constantly under repair but a lot of 
these you know according to some people who know a lot about these things according to these experts are 
just time bombs waiting to happen and it appears as though one of those went off last night here in 
minneapolis it sure does john roberts making his way to the scene right now should be there any moment 
thanks john we're going to check in with you in just a few minutes meanwhile we 
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you in just a few minutes meanwhile we want to turn to our greg hunter he's been able to gather some 
information on that 2003 report that labeled a number of bridges in the country obsolete greg joins us live 
from the manhattan side of one of the busiest bridges in the country the george washington bridge the gw 
that many of us have have crossed without even thinking about it what did you find out greg about safety 
when it comes to bridges around the country well first of all gw bridge handles over a hundred million cars a 
year it's utterly huge it's got eight lanes on top six lanes on the bottom it was opened originally in 1931 and 
added lanes in 1962 and it is extremely sound the towers are 600 feet tall they just finished repainting the 
towers on this bridge very well maintained bridge but that's not the case for a lot of bridges across the 
country according to the american society of civil engineers they have been warning about america's aging 
infrastructure not just bridges but water electricity and roadways but when it comes to bridges they said in 
2003 they've been warning about this since 2001 in 2003 they said 160 000 bridges were and here's their 
words structurally deficient that means that some of the structural components are deteriorating that doesn't 
necessarily make them dangerous but the you know officials may want to restrict traffic flows and weights 
and then the other thing is functionally obsolete that meant that means that they were designed for one uh 
you know purpose x amount of traffic and then trucks got bigger and more cars in the road they're they're 
obsolete they can't handle the traffic flows and the weights so they said 160 000 of these bridges or 27 
percent were uh functionally uh obsolete or structurally deficient now according to the american society of 
civil engineers they say for the next 20 years we need to spend almost 10 billion a year to bring these 
bridges up the parts and even our own federal highway administration says their goal is by 2008 to have less 
than 25 percent of the bridges to be structurally deficient 
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bridges to be structurally deficient or functionally obsolete which still leaves about one in four bridges with 
some problems that who knows what happened up there in minnesota but this is a national problem in terms 
of infrastructure especially when it comes to bridges back to you karen wow all right greg we're going to be 
checking in with you throughout the morning thanks a lot meantime hundreds of people watched as this 
bridge crumbled into the mississippi river coming up next we're going to hear some of the witness reaction 
what was it like to be there to feel so helpless to try to help these people when you see cars just crushed on 
the side of the road some of them plunge into the water as the recovery efforts will begin about an hour and 
15 minutes from now as the rescue workers go out there and try to see at first light what is left after this 
devastating bridge collapse in minneapolis minnesota american morning is coming right back you know and 
you bring up a good point you were mentioning the one collapse because of an earthquake also uh you know 
the the 880 the loma prieta earthquake back in 1989 that caused that section of the nimitz freeway to 
collapse that took nearly a decade to rebuild that section of freeway environmental concerns as well as 
design concerns ended up having it take a decade when you look at the devastation and you see this 
structure um collapse like that you just wonder where do they even begin um to try to get that area cleared 
out and to get things uh back to normal in the twin cities as we have seen though with uh that uh bridge 
collapse in oakland and as well i mean this really started with the northridge earthquake some of these 
contractors go in there they're very adept at demolition and rebuilding a bridge the problem that you you 
have here though is it's just such an enormous span it's it's all just shy of 2000 feet and again it's over water 
and obviously all of the piers that were holding up the bridge collapsed as well so this is far more than just 
replacing some steel or setting up some new concrete beams 
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setting up some new concrete beams on the original piers that were there everything here has to be replaced 
so this is this is a project that is is going to be months if not more than a year in the making you know 
everybody's talking here about an article that appeared in the minnesota star tribune back in 2001 where 
they were talking about whether this bridge should one day be replaced and a study had suggested that if 
there were a crack in one of the main piers holding the bridge deck up that the whole thing could come down 
however the study concluded there was no reason to believe that uh it would crack and nor were there any 
cracks in in the superstructure as the engineers could ascertain but obviously something something huge 
happened yesterday just after six o'clock people talked about hearing the vibration a huge vibration almost a 
harmonic vibration before the bridge went down there was some work being done in the bridge deck and that 
would involve a lot of jackhammering i've seen that on a lot of bridges in washington d.c but that wouldn't 
seem to be the sort of thing that could set up what's called that harmonic wave as we saw the window and 
that tacoma narrows bridge that everybody saw in science class back in the early part of the 19th century 
where it just twisted it and blew it apart like it was a piece of taffy so nobody knows at this point what it was 
that may have set up that vibration but obviously uh kieran something triggered that right and uh you 
mentioned that 2001 report also a 2001 report from the university of minnesota's own engineering 
department that uh that mentioned this bridge in particular and the concerns about the lack of a redundancy 
system where they where they have other structures supporting the main trusses of the bridge their concern 
was that there were only two planes of the main truss that ended up supporting eight lanes of traffic and they 
went on to say that if you know one thing would happen if the uh if if that one part of that main truss uh 
collapsed it would 
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of that main truss uh collapsed it would cause the entire thing to because of the system um this was again 
just a university of minnesota engineering department report but as we said there was a yearly inspections 
taking place on this bridge uh certainly not something they expected uh to happen uh john while this bridge 
was built in 1967 it was built with the idea of two year 2000 traffic in mind so it was designed to last a long 
time to handle increasing volumes of traffic which is what has people so puzzled as to what kind of 
catastrophic event could bring the whole thing down what's what's really interesting though in in all of this is 
you look across the country and i don't have the exact number but i remember study some years ago it's 
probably going back five or eight years thousands of bridges across this country are desperately in need of 
repair or replacement it's the aging infrastructure here all these things were built in the 1960s uh when the 
interstate system was developed and uh you know they're just they're still sitting there they're obviously 
updated we see bridges in new york city constantly under repair but a lot of these you know according to 
some people who know a lot about these things according to these experts just time bombs waiting to 
happen it appears as though one of those went off last night here in minneapolis it sure does john roberts 
making his way to the scene right now should be there any moment thanks john we're going to check in with 
you in just a few minutes meanwhile we want to turn to our greg hunter he's been able to gather some 
information on that 2003 report that labeled a number of bridges in the country obsolete greg joins us live 
from the manhattan side of one of the busiest bridges in the country the george washington bridge the gw 
that many of us have have uh crossed without even thinking about it what did you find out greg about safety 
when it comes to bridges around the country well first of all uw bridge handles over a hundred million cars a 
year is that really huge it's got eight lanes on top six lanes on the bottom it was opened originally in 1931 
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originally in 1931 and added lanes in 1962 and it is extremely sound the towers are 600 feet tall they just 
finished repainting the towers on this bridge very well maintained bridge but that's not the case for a lot of 
bridges across the country according to the american society of civil engineers they have been warning 
about america's aging infrastructure not just bridges but water electricity and roadways but when it comes to 
bridges uh they said in 2003. they've been warning about this since 2001 in 2003 they said 160 000 bridges 


were and here's their word structurally deficient that means that some of the structural components are 
deteriorating that doesn't necessarily make them dangerous but the you know officials may want to restrict 
traffic flows and weights and then the other thing is functionally obsolete that meant that means that they 
were designed for one uh you know purpose x amount of traffic and then trucks got bigger and more cars in 
the road they're they're obsolete they can't handle the traffic flows and the weights so they said 160 000 of 
these bridges or 27 percent were functionally obsolete or structurally deficient now according to the american 
society of civil engineers they say for the next 20 years we need to spend almost 10 billion a year to bring 
these bridges up to paris and even our own federal highway administration says their goal is by 2008 to have 
less than 25 percent of the bridges to be structurally deficient or functionally obsolete which still leaves about 
one in four bridges with some problems who knows what happened up there in minnesota but this is a 
national problem in terms of infrastructure especially when it comes to bridges back to you karen wow all 
right greg we're going to be checking in with you throughout the morning thanks a lot meantime hundreds of 
people watched as this bridge crumbled into the mississippi river coming up next we're going to hear some of 
the witness reaction what was it like to be there to feel so helpless to try to help these people when you see 
cars just crushed on the side of the road some of them plunge into the water 
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them plunge into the water as the recovery efforts will begin about an hour and 15 minutes from now as the 
rescue workers go out there and try to see at first light what is left after this devastating bridge collapse in 
minneapolis minnesota american morning is coming right back [Music] it's 5 40 on the east coast right now 
that makes it 4 40 in minnesota and you're watching a special edition right now of american morning we're 
covering the latest on this bridge collapse in minnesota and in fact cnn has obtained exclusive video showing 
the actual collapse as it happens this was obtained by someone who wanted to remain anonymous because 
they're not authorized to distribute this publicly but it was recorded from a security camera on the north side 
of the bridge and again uh we'll show it you can see that uh well here you see the smoke coming up and the 
the debris and the dust rising after the bridge collapse but there you see it just in slow motion you just see it 
literally just give way turning into an upside down v and then the dust and debris coming up a couple 
seconds from now you're going to see a person running actually barefoot through the screen and off to the 
left witnesses describe it as silence for several minutes after this happened shock some of them described it 
as feeling as though they were part of a surreal earthquake film um others describe hearing maybe a little bit 
of rumbling and then silence others describe something louder hearing a big noise and one person who was 
inside of a bus at the time saw rocks hitting the bus they were able to get 
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hitting the bus they were able to get out of an emergency door these were 52 school children on their way 
back from a field trip and then ran there were some who Say their cars literally stopped five feet from the 
edge when they saw others right in front of them go right into the river at this point we have rescue workers 
and rescue officials telling us they believe there are some 50 vehicles still in the river nine people confirmed 
dead at least according to the minneapolis star tribune and 60 other people in hospitals this morning other 
sad news is the 20 are still missing and feared dead they are already talking about changing this from a 
rescue to a recovery operation they say that the rescue workers are going to be out there again they had to 
stop their efforts last night just because of the danger with the sheer amount of debris everywhere but it 
looks like the sun is going to come up 5 59 central time so we're looking at an hour and 15 minutes right now 
and that's where they will begin again going out there to assess the damage uh meanwhile we we have been 
getting so many reports our eye reports from the scene people who were there either with their cell phones 
that had cameras or their own cameras and were able to record the moments after this tragedy as it unfolded 
steve dorack was a witness and an eye reporter he talked to anderson cooper last night let's listen another 
one of our eye reporters steve dwarak he got a got to the scene about 15 minutes after the bridge came 
down he captured the aftermath on video he joins us now on the phone with us tell us about what you first 
saw when you got there yes i arrived uh probably about 15 minutes after it happened and um i was on the 


shore of the mississippi and um i was probably uh one of the few guys who come up there really relatively 
early i saw about five police officers pull an individual out of the water and perform cpr on the individual for 
about 15 minutes or so and it didn't look like the person made it um unfortunately and then about um 
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um unfortunately and then about um while i was sitting there there was a distressed individual who was 
swimming in the water while the police tried to get him out of the water and he was searching for his 
daughter and he's screaming i think she went downstream checked father down and he's running around 
asking people if they saw a little girl between i think around the age of you know eight or so with red hair and 
glasses and stuff and this was completely distressed in the whole situation steve how long did you stay on 
the scene the pictures we're seeing right now you took this with what your your uh a cell phone camera yes i 
have a cell phone camera that's also a video camera so i was on the scene for a good two hours and um as 
the time went by um they had moved uh the police had did crowd control so when i got there it was really 
early so they weren't doing crowd control at the time because they were trying to help as many people as 
they could so i was there probably about 50 feet from the scene and then they started getting more and more 
boats and dozens of boats uh looking for people in the water pulling people from the water and bringing them 
on shore and then as the time went by um the the police did the crowd control and they moved people farther 
and farther back until after two hours i was so far back that i just decided to go home to my apartment and 
the bridge that we're seeing here i mean it looks like it's just a jackknife almost vertical it was extremely 
vertical and um i there were pictures also that i took that the car some of the cars were uh you know halfway 
up or all the way top and it was straight up i it's something i was telling my mom is something i saw like from 
a movie it didn't it didn't even you know make sense it's unreal it is certainly unreal and sadly all too real uh 
steve dwark we appreciate you sending us this eye report video one of our reporters stick around steve we'll 
talk to you a little bit later on you Know when you describe these scenes you just can't help but think um that 
witness describes someone running around asking if they'd seen a seven or eight year old little girl um there 
were many families there were 
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um there were many families there were many people uh children uh a hundred thousand people crossing 
that bridge at any given time during during the day during the course of the day a weekday and this 
happened to be at the height of rush hour so there were many there joining me on the phone right now is 
kevin dukesher he's a reporter with the minneapolis star tribune kevin arrived on the scene about 15 minutes 
after the bridge collapsed kevin are you with me yes hi karen hi first of all give me an update um you guys 
have really been ahead of the reporting here you have uh a confirmation of nine people killed uh most are 
saying seven this morning do you know what the difference is what what the differential is um no i'm not 
familiar with what our the source of that report is but we are saying nine dead about 60 we believe injured 20 
missing but i should caution that we expect all those numbers to rise in the course of the day they had to 
suspend the rescue efforts uh they're doing it at sunrise which will be 5 59 local time just about an hour from 
now what are they going to do when they get back out there this morning well i know that they've hauled in a 
number of uh heavy equipment cranes and that sort of thing i think that they're they're going to be looking for 
cars in the river i think that's that's one of those place areas where they were unable to get around to 
everything last night as dark as it is as it became dark and so they're going to be making an extra effort to 
see what they can find there when we talk about people that were missing loved ones or desperately trying 
to get reconnected with those that they thought were on the bridge was that any coordinated effort trying to 
make sure that survivors were reunited well yes they've got a command center here at the holiday inn very 
near the uh the bridge site and um and they are you know they've scrambled really fast last night to put 
together and organize these teams and um i think to a more or less a degree they've managed to coordinate 
a certain number of things so i understand it's going okay but i'm certain there are a number of people who 
are still wondering 
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are still wondering you know everyone that looks at these pictures this morning uh first just says oh my gosh 
i i've just never seen anything like this in recent memory and then the second thing they ask is how did this 
happen do we have any idea well that is the big question along with how many uh people are missing and 
we don't have a good idea yet obviously there's a structural failure it appears that there's two schools of 
thought on the bridge the governor said the governor of minnesota said last night that the bridge had been 
inspected in 2005 and 2006 and did not have a structural deficiency but dan browning in our paper is 
reporting today that the uh it's on a list of uh structurally deficient bridges kept by the u.s department of 
transportation so uh and i'm certain that that's one of those things that we're going to be looking into uh today 
what is the rush hour like on that bridge well it's pretty you know it's about we estimate about 140 000 to 200 
000 cars go over that bridge each day it's a it's a main route out of downtown minneapolis into the northern 
suburbs and uh even those of us who don't use the bridge every day like myself i usually i'm usually on it 
once a week at least to uh to get into the saint paul area and uh so it's uh it's a bridge that's very familiar and 
very heavily used here so what are they going to be doing today kevin out there at the scene well it i mean 
what they're going to be doing first of all is the recovery effort i think that's sort of the priority at the same time 
they are going to be able to take a closer look at the bridge structure itself i know that teams from the ntsb 
and and other federal agencies and state agencies will be on the scene as soon as it gets light out here and 
and there's going to be a lot of work done today but i know that the first priority is on seeing what can be 
done about those involved in this thing you know one of the other uh really most compelling pictures that we 
saw that really just had people uh scared for the safety of of these 
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uh scared for the safety of of these kids there was about what 52 or 60 children on a school bus they were 
coming back from some sort of day camp or some sort of trip what uh what happened there well they were 
as i understand they were on their way back from a wave of a pool up in [ ___] rapids and uh they were on 
their way back into minneapolis and uh the bus happened to be in the wrong place and got caught in this 
thing and fortunately uh we our understanding is that most of the kids uh were okay and uh maybe maybe 10 
of them 10 of the 60 or so are are being hospitalized but people who are caught on the bridge and who are 
able to went to the bus and helped the kids help the kids get off the bridge and down to safety so i 
understand it was quite a a pretty nifty effort that was made yeah and the other part uh it's just unbelievable 
that rescuers were able to get you can see sort of that v-shaped area uh where that hollow where the bridge 
uh where the bridge buckled there um there were many cars that were just sort of piled up there how are 
they able to get into that it just looks like such a dangerous precarious situation well a lot of the motorists 
who were caught in that i talked to at least one man who lost control of his car rear-ended another car which 
was not unusual he got out he actually crossed uh into the uh he was in the northbound lane he crossed into 
southbound lane and he crawled up one of the inclines in order to get to an area where he thought he could 
lower himself and i just it sounds to me like that sort of thing happened uh repeatedly you know people just 
made made away or saw their way out i guess yeah just took it upon themselves to try to rescue themselves 
another woman describes uh just thinking you know she said it was almost like on autopilot just put her uh 
her window her automatic window down and and just managed to swim out without a scratch uh that's that's 
unbelievable when you see the way this look that people survived that without a single scratch and by the 
way we were able to get this video kevin i don't know if you can see 
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video kevin i don't know if you can see it or not but it looks like it's been taken by a security camera on the 
north side of the bridge showing the actual collapse i have not seen that no and i can't i don't have access to 
a monitor now okay uh i'm sure it's pretty uh pretty good it's just unbelievable to see how not only it just 
seemed to happen so fast um you just see it go down and then you see a cloud of dust this is an exclusive 
video that cnn obtained the anonymous person did not want to be identified they were not authorized to 
release it yet but again it just shows how quickly this happened how unimaginable if you were on that bridge 
and and how fast just in the blink of an eye the road literally disappeared from underneath you um kevin 
dukesher with the minneapolis star tribune thank you for uh for giving us some more insight we're going to 


continue to follow the latest developments as we said it's about an hour away right now from a first light in 
minneapolis where the rescue workers will head back to the scene today and see what's left after that bridge 
collapse we're going to continue to follow the latest here on american morning we'll be right back [Music] 
welcome back to a special edition of american morning covering the breaking news out of minneapolis 
minnesota the bridge collapse the i-35 west interstate bridge literally collapsing into the mississippi river our 
rob marciano has been tracking what the weather is going to be like for the twin cities today the rescue effort 
rob getting underway just under an hour from now sunrise 5 59 central time there what are they looking at 
today as they resume these operations well karen weather and conditions improving today that's that's part 
of the good news of this story at least temperatures are going to be more comfortable levels of humidity are 
dropping these are the current numbers around the western great lakes and the upper midwest 72 right now 
in minneapolis but fargo is 57 degrees and dew points are beginning to drop meaning drier air is moving in i 
want to show you 
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is moving in i want to show you something uh that we pulled from last night's or yesterday's data this is radar 
data from last night it's also coupled with wind data not that this caused the the the bridge collapse but there 
were certainly some interesting weather that was coming through here's the clock one o'clock two o'clock 
three o'clock and there was a little squall line that came through around around seven o'clock but before that 
the winds actually pick up a lot of times when a thunderstorm line or thunderstorm comes through a squall 
line comes through out advance of that you'll get down drafts and the winds will actually pick up you can see 
the winds pick up 15 almost 20 miles an hour out of the southwest now winds are out of the northwest and 
we're starting to see temperatures drop because of that yesterday's high temperatures were well into the 90s 
now temperatures are expected to be into the 80s average temperature for this time of year lower 80s so 
we're going to still be above average here's about where the front is right through there so we're through and 
the five-day forecast for minneapolis does look to be a little bit better 84 86 84 86 and then back up to 90. so 
a couple of degrees above average but certainly cooler and uh and more comfortable for those rescue efforts 
uh during the day today karen rob marciano for us tracking that weather in minneapolis thank you all right so 
if you are just joining us let's bring you up to date right now on the situation uh in minneapolis the scene of 
this bridge collapse that took place it was really just an ordinary rush hour yesterday about 6 pm local time 
and this is actually video that cnn has exclusively obtained of the actual collapse of that bridge right now 
there are nine people confirmed dead according to the minneapolis star tribune 60 people in local hospitals 
and 20 others still missing and authorities as well as the governor and the mayor of minneapolis saying we 
should all expect unfortunately that death toll to rise it was really a scene of chaos as these cars literally 
plummeted into the water crashed along the banks rescuers poured 
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crashed along the banks rescuers poured in the area there's as you can see bystanders onlookers gathering 
along one of the footbridges there to take and capture some of these pictures the governor of minnesota 
called it a catastrophe of historic proportions for minnesota there were some witnesses who described 
hearing a creaking making all sorts of noises and then the bridge just starting to fall apart there were others 
who described an eerie silence and then just feeling the ground give way there were others who as they 
recount being rescued saying that their car was either you know perpendicular to the road and that rescuers 
came to pull them out and say saying things like you got they're afraid the bridge is going to go you got to get 
out now and that includes a school bus that was packed with 60 children returning from a swimming trip they 
all managed to get out as well but it was a terrifying sight as you see some of the cars literally just strewn 
along the ground and hanging precariously by the by the edge of where that roadway gave way right now 
we're going to leave our international viewers we thank you for being with us for this special edition of 
american morning but right now the next hour of american morning starts right now breaking news why did a 
minnesota bridge buckle and crumble over the mississippi river this is a catastrophe of historic proportions 
devastating pictures and stories of horror she just told my fiance the bridge i'm on is collapsing i've got to go 


we know that there was at least 50 vehicles probably much more than that on the bridge at the time of the 
collapse dramatic new eye report pictures and the search for answers on this special edition of american 
morning and thanks so much for being with us it is thursday august 2nd i'm kiran chetri here in new york 
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here in new york and i'm john roberts here in minneapolis where about 400 yards behind me is the edge of 
interstate 35 that interstate 35 bridge that fell down with a huge crash last night during rush hour just after six 
o'clock in the evening you can't really see it in the picture now but let me describe the scene to you just 
beyond uh the truck lights that you see there there is another bridge that is the tenth avenue bridge it 
remains intact but just off to the left of that there should be a bridge deck going across the mississippi river a 
bridge deck that's almost 2 000 feet long that is now down at the bottom of the mississippi river valley there 
has been no recovery efforts overnight those were suspended because of the fact that it's it's so dark and 
there is so much debris in the water that it's dangerous for those swimmers who are just going in there with 
wetsuits not even with masks and snorkels in some cases to try to search through some 50 cars that are said 
to be at the bottom of the mississippi river just too dangerous for them to go in overnight so what rescue 
workers are going to do what officials are going to do is when the sun comes up and you can start to see the 
first uh sliver of sunlight starting to rise here over the twin cities they will resume those recovery operations 
but this this quickly shifted from a rescue to a recovery operation last night officials and rescue workers got 
as many people off of that bridge deck as they could the ones that were left obviously had no way of making 
it they were either crushed under the the bridge deck trusses or they had drowned in their cars so we still do 
not know the full scope of this tragedy kieran you were saying that so far we have a count of seven dead the 
minnesota star tribune is suggesting that there may be as many as nine people dead uh scores of injuries as 
many as 60 of those and 20 people still missing so we still do not know the full scope of this tragedy yet 
karen that's right and we're hoping to get updated uh throughout the morning actually uh it looks like the 
mayor rt ryback will be meeting with reporters at a news conference 6 a.m local time so 
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a news conference 6 a.m local time so we're looking at an hour from now we're also expecting updates from 
police fire and emergency officials they're set to do that about an hour after the the mayor has a chance to 
speak and then a general media update is what they're calling it about 30 minutes after that because there 
certainly is a lot for us to become updated on the fate of 20 people who were still missing as of last night late 
into the night when as you said john they had to suspend these rescue efforts because it was just too 
dangerous it was dark there's debris everywhere and the rescue workers were unable to make their way 
around without fears from uh from from from their standpoint that people would get injured and that it could 
end up being a worse situation than it already was but as we talked about this morning nine people 
confirmed killed from the minneapolis star tribune that number is slightly higher we've been able to confirm 
seven fatalities right now and 60 people in local hospitals we want to try to show you once again this video 
and john i mean it really is amazing if you haven't had a chance to look at it yet this came to us exclusively to 
cnn this is video from a security camera a surveillance camera if you will that was on the north side of the 
bridge and you actually see the collapse it just looks like it was just a matter of seconds and there you see 
from a perfectly standing structure to one that buckled almost almost going vertical as it literally just crumbles 
apart and then crashes into the ground right during the heart the busy busy time bumper-to-bumper traffic 
rush hour on that i-35 west bridge john very fortunate though karen i mean if if you could have anything 
fortunate happen last night is the fact that this bridge deck is under construction and it was narrowed down to 
as we understand only one lane in at least one direction which would have meant that people were going 
very slowly there wasn't as much traffic as could have been on that bridge when it went down but still the 
scope of this tragedy still really kind of difficult to grasp because we don't know how many people 
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because we don't know how many people perished when their cars went into the river courtney johnson is 
with the american red cross courtney your office is only a couple of blocks away from this bridge where were 
you when the collapse happened i was on my way driving home from work when it happened how far like 
how far away from the red cross building oh probably less than five miles away so you you would not have 
seen anything that happened but what's what's your sense if you've been you came immediately back you've 
been here ever since what's what's your sense of this tragedy right you know it's just astonishing this tragedy 
is you know just beyond belief for us this is literally in our backyard at the red cross we are less than a block 
away from where this happened there are trails along the river and a lot of the times during lunch hours our 
employees will take walks along these trails so it's a real common area to people who work at the red cross 
and as we know there is a trail that runs underneath that bridge itself that parallels the railroad tracks so that 
bridge would have come down right on top of that trail how many people did the american red cross help out 
here last night well the red cross has helped out at least a couple of thousand as far as feeding meals to the 
emergency workers and volunteers we're also bringing in mental health grief counselors who will help people 
sometimes you know this can understandably be an extremely traumatic situation so what they'll do is they'll 
sit down with people and kind of talk with them and figure out how they can best solve you know the feelings 
that they're experiencing what are the tragedies that you typically are disasters that you typically deal with 
here in minnesota here in minnesota we typically deal with house fires tornadoes there's occasionally cold 
weather incidences that we deal with in the winter but this is definitely something that we are not used to 
dealing with okay how different is this from what you've dealt with before well this is different in that with most 
of the local disasters regardless of the scope we're most often dealing with people who have lost their homes 
be it a tornado or beat a fire or other natural disaster here we're not having to deal with sheltering people per 
se but we're facing a whole different kind of scenario in what we're doing as far as feeding people bringing in 
the 
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as far as feeding people bringing in the grief counselors those are things that we'll do for local disasters such 
as house fires and tornadoes but this is just a different response you know being that it's so close to our 
location we're going to be called upon for the foreseeable future i'd imagine did you talk to any of the people 
who came into the red cross center there were some children who came into the red cross these were the 
ones that were on the bus these were the ones that were on the bus that you see in all the video and you 
know i was kind of talking to them as they came in but it was you know they were upset they were scared 
there was a lot of crying luckily it was a good age range of kids probably from about four to early teens 
probably 12 to 13. so some of the older kids were being really nice you know to the younger kids having 
them sit on their lap and helping them out you know make them feel a little bit better that's great when they 
can really help them out like that i think there were there were 50 kids who were on the excursion i think 
there were two of the bus drivers children the rest were adults there was total of 61 people that were on 
board that bus it's it's a miracle that the most serious injury was it was a back injury it really is a miracle that 
none of them perished in that bridge collapse because you see how far it fell that the bridge is 64 feet above 
the mississippi river yep there are a lot of amazing stories out there you know our ems director was actually 
driving along west river parkway he literally saw the bridge collapse in front of him and he played a pretty big 
role in helping those children get from the bus to the red cross where we actually triaged them and helped 
them out before they got sent off to the hospital or were reunited with their our understanding of what 
happened is that several motorists uh on the roadway opened up the back of that bus and they started 
pulling kids off of the bus and that's when the red cross joined in and helped get them from that bridge deck 
up to the shelter yep that's correct right how much more work do you think you're going to have to do today 
when first light comes up and the recovery effort continues you know i understand that if we thought it was 
busy around our chapter last night as far as emergency personnel and first responders if we thought it was 
busy last night it's going to be even busier today they're bringing in some larger equipment there's going to 
be more personnel there so we're 
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more personnel there so we're in for another busy day all right great work that you folks do as always 
courtney johnson thanks for joining us this morning we'll bring you back and talk to you a little bit later on this 
morning thank you after the recovery effort to restart the new karen all right john thanks so much you know 
on the phone right now we have with us tony wagner he is he can update us on the status of the children 
who ended up going to the hospital and as the red cross worker was talking about those kids ranging in age 
from four to into their teens how are they doing today uh as far as we know they're doing as well as can be 
expected were were there any major injuries on that bus uh we're we're not quite sure i think the the most 
serious was uh our staff person who i think suffered a fractured leg and perhaps a fractured back okay so uh 
wow how is that person doing today well uh i haven't seen her yet today but late late last night one of our 
staff visited with her and said her spirits were good that she was awake and we're all hoping for the best for 
her uh you by the way run the weight house it's the community center that the kids were went to they were 
they were on their way back from what a swim trip that day yeah it was a it was an organized field trip they 
went to a local water park area just for some fun and tony i don't know if you can see the pictures right now 
but have you seen the pictures of the bus just perched so precariously against that guardrail yes in fact that's 
the first the first scene i saw last night when i was heard that the bridge went down and then at the time i 
didn't even know it was our our vehicle or our people when did you find out that it was indeed the kids that 
you that you guys work with uh shortly about i'd say about 7 30 
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about i'd say about 7 30 uh about an hour or so after the uh after the collapse what went through your mind 
after you saw that bus oh well uh you know it was just this terroid i remember shouting out to my wife that my 
dad was left on the bridge and um it was awful the uh incredible news though is that no one was killed on the 
bus and for the most part uh passersby were able to help uh assist to get most of the children out there were 
52 children on the bus uh uh our count we had uh there are 58 people on the bus eight were involved with 58 
children i'm sorry how many uh 50 children 50 children and then the two two of them were the staff workers 
right one one both of them were injured there were eight eight staff on the left eight staff okay and two of 
them were injured uh well one one was injured uh seriously and i don't know the extent of the injuries of the 
other people but uh my understanding is uh most were not serious injuries how were you uh how did it go 
with the efforts to reunite the kids the the 50 children with their family uh fortunately i mean i think our our uh 
they were they were coming back to the center uh to uh be reunited so there were actually some parents at 
the center and um i think in the in a in a matter of minutes actually our staff was able to contact most of the 
parents and get the kids reunited now do any of the children have injuries serious enough that they're still in 
the hospital today i don't know for sure uh what i heard uh late last night the last word was that the only 
person that was staying overnight was our staff person uh although i i believe there might have been one of 
the children too but i can't confirm that i i got you and uh boy it must have just been such a stressful situation 
for the children 
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stressful situation for the children especially some of the younger ones probably having no idea what was 
going on yes it was and i think we're obviously very concerned about that and are working to get some 
counselors into the center today yet so that the kids who need it and have access to that kind of help well 
you know amidst this tragedy at least uh boy that's one bright spot that that bus full of those children and 
everyone's doing okay i'll be at one of your staff workers uh is probably gonna have a little bit of recovery but 
thank goodness uh everybody did make it out alive tony wagner uh thanks for joining us this morning also on 
the phone with us gary babineau he was on the bridge when it actually happened gary thanks for being with 
us today gary are you with us it looks like we lost the connection um but we are going to talk to gary he was 
one of the people on the bridge it was just so unbelievable how how different the fates could be based on 
just where you happen to be at the moment there were some whose cars stopped literally five feet before the 
part of the roadway that broke off there were others whose car plunged into the mississippi yet they were 
able to miraculously get out on their own and there are others where unfortunately the luck was not good and 
they perished we have seven to nine people confirmed killed at this point as well as 20 others injured uh 60 


others injured and 20 still missing this morning the recovery efforts will begin anew at first light in minnesota 
in about 45 minutes and our coverage will continue after this short break here on american one [Music] it just 
started kind of like crunching down and um i don't know we didn't know what was going on my eyes were 
closed i opened them i saw cement blocks in the front of the car and then all of a sudden we were stopped 
and our cars perpendicular to the ground 
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perpendicular to the ground these survivor stories are just so amazing when you hear people who really 
cheated death when you take a look at what that bridge collapse looks like today in minneapolis our john 
roberts is out there at the scene he arrived about an hour ago you're what 400 yards from from where that 
bridge was standing uh you know you can you could probably just see off in the distance as a sort of fuzzy 
shot a road sign that's the university avenue exit that takes you to the university of minnesota that is exactly 
where the bridge collapsed and we're looking at some some live pictures now of the scene as the sun just 
barely begins to come up here and when the sun's up a little higher that's when the recovery operations will 
continue still a number of people as many as 20 missing they believe that as many as 50 cars went right into 
the mississippi river when that 400 foot long span just collapsed right down into the river valley with me right 
now is kevin dukesher you might have heard him he was on with kieran on the telephone last hour he's 
joining us here live he's a a veteran of the minneapolis star tribune newspaper he joined the paper in 1989 
where were you yesterday when all this happened kevin well i was down near the river john talking to 
survivors people who had just gotten off the bridge i talked to a number of the little kids on the bus that were 
there they were very shaken up and their adult mentors sort of had them scurry away they didn't want me to 
talk to them but i talked to a number of the people well as well who were stopped in the bridge and got off 
and uh made their way back to safety was there was there a consistent theme that they were talking about in 
terms of what it was like to be on that bridge when it came down they were absolutely stunned this is an 
earthquake country and you don't expect to be crossing a bridge it was a height of rush hour bumper to 
bumper traffic going very slowly and all of a sudden they many of them told me they looked in the rearview 
mirror and things were disappearing from behind them oh i can't imagine and some people have said that 
things were disappearing in front of them they stopped just in time i i have heard some eyewitnesses talk 
about a vibration 
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some eyewitnesses talk about a vibration what did you pick up on that particular well yes it seemed to it 
seemed to happen all of a sudden there was this uh sort of this rolling motion that several described to me 
and they heard her low rumble they didn't hear a loud noise other parts of the area people said they did hear 
a loud noise but on the bridge apparently it was just a low rumble the rolling and then everything happens 
this bridge is is 40 years old it was built if my understanding is correct though with a look ahead to the future 
to 2000 traffic banners so it was built with the future in mind but but it it's been the subject of i don't want to 
say controversy but some study over the last few years what what what is that what has been the focus of 
that there is some controversy last night we had governor pawlenty of minnesota saying that it was inspected 
last year and the year before that and no structural defects were found and yet today the star tribune is 
reporting that the us department of transportation in its bridge inventory in 2005 said the bridge did in fact 
have a structural deficiency and may be in need of a replacement sometime in the near future what was that 
deficiency the report that the our reporting does not say that and last night officials would not talk to us in 
detail about that there was also i believe a university of uh minnesota report in 2001 that suggested that 
there were two order called planes on these trusses i guess which support the bridge deck and it is possible 
that if there were a crack in the trust that only one plane would be supporting the bridge and that could lead 
to catastrophic failure they did not find any reason to believe that there was a crack that existed or reason to 
believe that a crack could could potentially occur but but it's a story that's sort of told a thousand 160 000 
times across this country that it's an aging infrastructure some of these bridges are in need at least of 
upgrading some outright need of replacement was there talk of actually replacing this bridge well no there 
wasn't the ironic thing was as you probably know work crews have been on the bridge for the past six weeks 


resurfacing the deck of the bridge and i myself have used the bridge a number of times in the last few weeks 
and the the number of lanes have been narrowed so that to allow the workers to do their job but that was on 
the surface of the 
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but that was on the surface of the bridge what was the traffic pattern last night just before the collapse it was 
very crowded people were going home from work there was also a number of people coming to the twins 
game the twins were playing at seven o'clock last night the guthrie theater which is right down here in the 
river was having performance so it was quite a bit of traffic we we think about 140 000 cars at least go on 
over the bridge every day but we've heard about the the lanes being narrowed down you spoke to that do 
you know what the traffic pattern was in terms of lane closures last night was i think it was the it's an eight- 
lane bridge and i think it was down four lanes last night so kevin dukesher thanks very much for sharing that 
with us we'll we'll bring you back in just a little while and get some more from you as we begin to hear more 
as the sun comes up here in minneapolis john thanks well as we've said they've moved from a rescue effort 
now to a recovery effort meaning they think there's little chance they're going to find any more survivors 
minneapolis fire chief jim clack talked a little bit about that last night we've been where we think survivors 
could be so far it is possible that throughout the night and tomorrow we may locate somebody else that is a 
survivor but the likelihood is getting fairly slim one of the big problems they have in recovery efforts is 
searching some of those areas that are under the debris a lot of pockets or void spaces as they call them 
clack talked about how some of that affects the process of finding people when you have a collapse of 
freeway spans like this there's a lot of void spaces that are hard to get into and we don't want to get into 
those spaces until it's safe to do so so what that means is we'll be slowly along with engineers structural 
engineers letting us know when it's safe and where it's safe to go to get into those void spaces and and 
make sure that we've looked everywhere rescuers estimate at this point that there are at least 20 people still 
missing on the phone is gary babineau he was on the bridge when it happened hi gary thanks for being with 
us this morning yeah no problem tell us where you were 
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yeah no problem tell us where you were where your car was at the time um i was in the blue chevy pickup 
truck um right it's kind of by the school bus except for i was going uh the other way and so i was looking at 
the whole bridge when it when it went down so i could see the whole bridge as it was going down and as i 
was falling and uh it just it just gave a rumble real quick and it all just gave way and it ju it just felt completely 
all the way to the ground and there was you know dust everywhere and it was just it was just like everyone 
has been saying me just but it was you know just like out of the movies so you say you were right by the 
school bus you were was your a pickup in danger of either flipping over or uh or going down that that hollow 
that v hollow where a lot of cars ended up sliding yeah actually uh the half of my pickup truck the the truck 
bed half was actually bent over the edge of one of those and uh the the cabin my pick up pickup truck where 
i was wasn't you know luckily and there were cars i was on the lower porsche lower side one one of the 
lower sections of the bridge where it was split so there were cars actually skidding down the the part above 
me and falling after the bridge collapsed and i think all the cars fell that were that were uh close except for a 
white car that was right above me and that was the only car that was above me and that one that one didn't 
follow the only one so you know how do you make that call at the time then uh do i get out of my car do i stay 
um what if the entire bridge gives way i mean what was going through your head well i knew that the entire 
bridge uh gave way because i could see the whole thing and i i just i stayed in my car for one or two seconds 
i i saw a couple cars fall so i i stayed in my car until you know the cars quit falling for a second and i got out 
real quick ran you know in front of my truck because behind my truck was just a hole and uh i i helped help 
the woman off of the bridge with me 
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help the woman off of the bridge with me and i just i just wanted off the bridge i got off the bridge and that's 
and then i ran over to uh the school bus oh gary hold on back up i want you to tell us about the school bus 
but how did you get off the bridge i mean we look at these pictures how did you know where to go we i didn't 
i had no idea where to go but where our where our section was resting there was um there was a there was 
a piece that was only about five or six feet off of uh kind of a rocky a rock rocky feel on the edge of the on the 
edge of the mississippi river and we just found one spot where it was it was you know we we could jump and 
i jumped and then i helped the uh the woman down that was in the car right next to me and then i uh ran over 
i i then i just clicked in and just remembered about the school bus and ran over there and started grabbing 
kids and handing them down and and it was just complete chaos what were the kids what were the kids uh 
like right there how are they reacting to this um most of them were were crying pretty pretty bad a lot of you 
know screaming crying a couple of them were bleeding you know a couple of them it really looked like they 
were hurt and they had to be you know we were kind of setting them on the ground and telling them to you 
know run away from the bridge but a couple of them had had to be uh carried away to a safe distance 
because we didn't think at the time that they could you know walk or we didn't want to chance it if they did 
have you know broken bones wow that that is just scary it's so scary to imagine so you actually not only 
survived this but then you were helping uh other people at the time do you have any training in that or you 
just this was just instinct that kicked in no i have no i have yeah no no training in that it was just i just knew 
what i had to do kind of at the moment when i when i when my truck you know actually hit when when the 
bridge hit the ground on my back i didn't Know if my back was broken if it was you know it hit hard but i i got 
out of my truck and the adrenaline was just going crazy and 
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adrenaline was just going crazy and i you know i obsessed to myself that my back you know it wasn't broken 
at the time so i just started helping other people how you feeling today my back is uh pretty hurt did you get 
to a doctor yet no not yet wow it's it's it's a lot more it's more sore today than it was yesterday it was hurting 
yesterday but it's pretty sorry i think i'm gonna go get it checked out today yeah well uh thanks for sharing 
your story uh boy as we as we talked about you were one of the lucky ones and you know maybe you helped 
save those kids in the school bus so good job on that gary thanks for talking to us thank you we're going to 
take a quick break american morning's going to be back in just a moment [Music] well it's about 29 minutes 
until the sun comes up today in minneapolis sunrise set for 5 59 a.m this morning it's uh 6 30 eastern time 
right now but when sun comes up that's when the recovery operations are going to continue there are still 20 
people missing after the i-35 west mississippi river crossing that bridge this 725 foot tall bridge just collapsed 
simply collapsed in the heart of rush hour sending cars careening not only into the river but also on top of 
one another and portions of that bridge we're following this breaking news and the developing story all 
morning here on american morning and thanks for being with us once again it's thursday august 2nd i'm 
kiran chetri in new york and good morning to you i'm john roberts in minneapolis just about 400 yards away 
from where i-35 disappeared into the mississippi river valley officials in the city still don't know the full scope 
of this tragedy there are still about 50 cars it said in the mississippi river still 20 people missing and they don't 
believe that anyone else will be found alive this move very quickly last night from a rescue operation to a 
recovery operation you can see that the sun is just beginning to come up when that sun gets a little higher in 
the sky the divers will go back in the water to 
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the divers will go back in the water to uh to go under the muddy waters of the mississippi and we saw that in 
some of those pictures yesterday you can barely see your hand in front of your face to check out those cars 
to see if there are any people inside but again there are still 20 people missing we have been hearing stories 
from survivors people who actually rode the bridge deck to the ground as it collapsed dropping 65 feet along 
its almost 2 000 foot long span we've heard from rescue workers we've heard from people from the red cross 
let's bring in andrew warrell right now he was a student journalist in high school continues to to pursue that 
you had your camera with you yesterday your 35 millimeter uh how close to the bridge were you when the 
whole thing came down i was actually a couple miles out on the way to the twins game when it happened 


and we heard it on the radio they interrupted the pre-game show so you immediately turned around 
journalistic instincts went off and you b-line it for the bridge absolutely what what what did you do when you 
got there i had to happen to have my old high school press credentials with me whip those out stuck them on 
got the camera and ran out as far as they could started snapping pictures so you actually got up there on the 
bridge deck we've got some of the pictures i think that we're going to show is just describe for me the scene 
as you were going out on that bridge deck there were tons of pedestrians uh climbing up onto the cedar 
avenue bridge and they were just crowding around trying to get a better view it was actually mysteriously 
quiet and they were all staring over the side i think in shock and disbelief just trying to put together what had 
happened for themselves in their head and i went around them started shooting the triage sessions that were 
going on underneath the bridge as well as some of the construction workers that i saw had you ever seen 
anything like this before i mean obviously we've seen bridge collapses on television the i-10 freeway the uh i- 
5 freeway up in the antelope valley after the northridge earthquake but how did how were you struck by 
holidays you know you're right we do see it on tv a lot but seeing it in person live it was it's indescribable how 
many cars would you say were on the bridge at the time it looked from me anywhere on the bridge all the 
sections probably anywhere between 
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between 30 and 40 cars right now we've heard that it was bumper-to-bumper traffic and the bridge had been 
narrowed down to two lanes in either direction so traffic was moving fairly slowly did you talk to anybody 
while you were there i did not i just shot photos right the police tried to shoe you off the bridge they did it one 
time but they were mostly concerned with getting the pedestrians off and that was cleared up so so just in 
terms of what you sensed coming from the people who were on the bridge trying to get off what words would 
you use to describe that disbelief i mean really just shocked that this would happen here to them what's the 
scene that struck you the most i mean when you're looking through the lens of that camera you're picking up 
little moments in time what's the moment that struck you the most when i was shooting some of the triage 
patients there was one woman that i remember and you have the picture actually her ankle is twisted 
sideways but she looks absolutely almost content just laying there and she's not reacting at all and that just 
shocked me i mean if that was me i think i would be just bawling in pain well i mean you could you could 
certainly imagine though the situation like that that shock is is going to set in um how is this affecting people 
in this town i think it's just bringing everyone together if anything everyone has one common goal and that's 
to help as many people as possible and at this point like you said there's not much anyone else can do and 
there's probably no more survivors but this community we're going to stick together we're going to help each 
other get through it any way we can how long did you stay out there on the bridge i was out there for about 
two hours really and what did you see developed during that time a lot of the spectators they just ended up 
leaving some more came just to shoot some more pictures of their cell phones or other cameras they had a 
lot of people just left and the emergency crews were just wrapping up as much as they could but you 
watched some of those emergency crews did you take some photographs of them as well i did how were you 
struck by the way that they reacted to this i saw some video yesterday of a woman in a wetsuit didn't have a 
mask didn't have a snorkel she was tied with a safety line and she was diving down into these vehicles to try 
to see if there were people that were inside those vehicles that's the image that i took away from 
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that's the image that i took away from those rescue operations just the heroism that they were exhibiting 
going down there in the current of the mississippi river amongst the debris and the reinforcing rod and the 
vehicles and whatever else might have been in that water as a result of this bridge collapse and it really is 
you know above and beyond the call you're right when you say heroism you're absolutely right it takes a lot 
of bravery and courage to go and do something like like that without as much protection as would be ideal 
but what i took away most was how calmly they responded to it and how efficiently they got themselves to 
the places they needed to be we're always taught in school remain calm in a situation like this and they did 
exactly that and that really helped i think well it's going to be a long time recovering for this city not just 
getting the people out of that situation now but is there a sense here where to even start this bridge was built 


back in 1967 it's it's the better part of a half a mile long where do you begin i'm not sure and i think that's 
everyone's gonna have to figure that out for themselves i guess i'm just gonna have to get used to using the 
central avenue bridge for now but i i don't know what's going to happen that was a big bridge for us but no no 
question big impact lasting impact on this absolutely absolutely you know we when when we were down in 
virginia tech uh kieran and i we we remarked on the resilience that the people had down there tell us about 
the folks here in minneapolis and and how they'll react to something like this well there's that term minnesota 
nice and i really think that's going to come into play when people need to reach out to other people for help 
strangers are going to help strangers i think we're going to see that a lot well a big scar on the city this 
morning andrew worrell thanks very much for joining us thank you thanks for sharing your pictures with us 
really appreciate it we'll talk to you soon thank you karen john thanks and you know a big question that 
everyone's asking this morning and just wondering what caused this disaster what caused that bridge to 
collapse like it did well cnn's tom foreman took a look at all of the factors that could have played a part in this 
deadly bridge collapse as investigators try to figure out why this bridge collapsed the way it did they'll no 
doubt consider a study by the american society of civil engineers which found that in more than half of 
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which found that in more than half of more than 500 bridge failures in the 1990s water really was the culprit 
water washing away at the banks over here or at the pilings in the middle weakening bridges and making 
them simply fall apart what do we know about water in this area well we know that this bridge is right below a 
dam which would tend to focus the water you see the white water here in very natural circumstances that's a 
lot of force moving down a very big river we also know that in the past few weeks they have had explosive 
thunderstorms in this area they've actually had flooding on this very roadway further down flash flooding that 
caused a lot of problems all of which potentially could have weakened something in this bridge what else do 
they have to consider they have to consider structural issues was there a weak joint somewhere in here 
many witnesses say that the bridge went in sections some people say it went here here and here very rapidly 
so it appeared to be almost all at once but nonetheless in three sections bridges like this are actually very 
dynamic and balanced structures that have to be intact if you don't have redundant supports out here a 
failure here can weaken everything and make it all fall down when in fact the original failure was a small 
failure in an area like this one more issue to consider are thermal events concrete doesn't like it when the 
temperature changes dramatically in this very area only a few weeks ago the temperature changed more 
than 20 degrees in just two hours that also can have a weakening effect so as investigators look at this 
they're going to be looking at the structure itself was it fatigued was there something wrong with it that 
caused a joint to fail and then the whole bridge to collapse they'll be looking at water certainly because that's 
a big factor did that weaken it they'll be looking at temperature and they'll be looking about how all those 
things might have interacted 


01:34:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NmzVE_QOhbU&t=5641s 





those things might have interacted together to bring this bridge down in a catastrophic fashion and we are 
going to be exploring more of that with a structural engineer coming up in just a few minutes there was also 
this report uh in 2001 by the university of minnesota's engineering department that talked about having some 
concern about fatigue cracking in the deck truss and having that concern be heightened by the fact that they 
felt there was a lack of redundancy in the main system uh usually structural redundancies or additional 
supports that are built up sometimes they're retrofitted after a bridge is built to continue to support it so a lot 
of these questions this morning about whether or not the bridge was structurally sound and whether or not 
some of these inspections saw everything that they should have back in 2005 and 2006. more than 60 
people were injured in this collapse we know that at least six of them suffered critical injuries our medical 
correspondent elizabeth cohen is going to be joining us after the break with more on how they are doing this 
morning stay with us [Music] coming back to live pictures now from our minneapolis affiliate k-a-r-e they've 
got a helicopter up early this morning as the sun starts to come up taking a look at the bridge deck that 
collapsed into the mississippi river yesterday that the main span of this bridge that the entire bridge is almost 
2000 feet long the main span of this bridge that actually traverses the water is some 390 feet and that just 


came completely down into the river as many as 50 vehicles uh in the water 20 people as many as 20 people 
still missing uh there are reports of seven people dead the minneapolis star tribune the local newspaper is 
suggesting that nine people may have died and more than 60 were injured we have some incredible video 
this morning of what it looked like when the bridge actually came down this was taken from a security 
camera that was overlooking a section of the bridge and you can you can just 
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bridge and you can you can just see it just sort of just shaking and then collapsing there and then a huge 
plume of water and dust comes up there was a subsequent fire as a tractor-trailer caught on fire that that 
took fire department uh firefighters uh some time to put out but just an incredible picture of that huge span 
those hundreds of thousands of tons of steel and concrete and vehicles and people just crashing into the 
mississippi river valley where we are this morning is about 400 yards away from the southernmost point of 
the collapse where i-35 begins to cross over uh the mississippi river where we're just a short distance away 
from the metrodome here in minneapolis just beyond those trucks and you see a sign there it just literally 
drops right off and as the sun comes up you can begin to see a piece of the bridge deck that's still candid at 
a severe angle there there are some rescue boats that are back out in the river now they're taking a look at 
the situation to assess whether or not those divers can go back in the water to recover what bodies may 
remain in the mississippi and a team from the national transportation safety board is on its way here to 
minneapolis to try to get a sense of how this whole thing happened uh people who are on the bridge that 
we've talked to have have talked about this sense of a violent vibrating just before the bridge began to 
disintegrate and the minneapolis star tribune this morning reporting that in the 1995 inventory of bridges that 
the u.s department of transportation puts out that there were structural deficiencies in this bridge that were 
noted no detail on what those deficiencies were but karen this may be a big piece of the puzzle that the ntsb 
looks into you know and it's interesting that you say that because uh that uh that rating that came out a 
couple of years ago calling it structurally deficient they say that uh that bridge is not alone there are many 
other bridges nationwide that carry that same designation of being structurally deficient and as you said 
we're not getting a lot of details on exactly what that means but it raises the question are there other bridges 
out there 
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are there other bridges out there that may be ticking time bombs when it comes to not being structurally 
sound and what if anything can be the factors that ultimately lead for lead to a bridge just collapsing like we 
saw yesterday that there are at least 160 000 bridges in this country that have some kind of problem with 
them not to say that they're they're in danger all in danger of collapsing but some sort of structural deficiency 
some sort of concern that may just require repair or an upgrade but there's certainly have to be thousands of 
bridges in this country that are that are in desperate need of replacement care and it's just a sign that this 
this is an infrastructure that was built decades ago finally succumbing to the elements all of the traffic the 
pounding that it takes 200 000 vehicles a day across this bridge and you can imagine that after a while 
begins to wear out that's right we're talking billions and billions of dollars in reconstruction retrofit repair work 
you know it's interesting this national bridge inventory database i guess issues some sort of score they say if 
it gets a score of 80 percent or less it indicates that some rehabilitation may be needed but if it's a score of 
50 percent or less it means that a replacement may be in order and apparently this i-35 west bridge was 
rated at 50 percent this according to the minneapolis star tribune this morning um right there right there on 
the cusp i guess right exactly um all right john we're going to check in with you in one second but we're going 
to go now to our cnn center our medical correspondent elizabeth cohen is in atlanta this morning with an 
update or what are you hearing now of of the 60-so people that are considered injured in this and that are in 
area hospitals in minneapolis this morning elizabeth that's right karen what we're hearing about the 62 
injured is actually if you look back retrospectively at how they got there the fire chief jim clark said that most 
of the people were rescued in the first hour they were either on top of the bridge or away from the bridge so 
most of those people were rescued right away there weren't many people who were rescued and 
hospitalized much after that first hour now we've 
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much after that first hour now we've heard a lot about this school bus that was involved in this bridge 
collapse and there were 50 children on that school bus eight of them were taken to area hospitals it is not 
known if they are still there but eight out of the 50 were initially taken to a hospital the director of the 
hennepin county medical center's the head of the director of the emergency services says that a hundred 
paramedics have been on the scene and we're expected to hear from them in an 8 30 press conference this 
morning karen all right we will carry that live as soon as we get new details on that elizabeth cohen thanks so 
much also we're going to be showing some of the uh most incredible pictures that have been taken by our 
cnn i reporters these are people who just happen to be on the scene had their camera or their cell phone 
camera with them at the time and sent these pictures to us we're going to have more of some of the the most 
incredible pictures from this tragedy in minneapolis this morning that's coming up next in our continuing 
coverage of the bridge collapse here on american morning well a game between the minnesota twins and 
the kansas city royals went on last night as scheduled the stadium that they play at the metro dome is just 
about a mile away from the bridge that collapsed now before the game started a moment of silence was held 
to honor and remember the victims the team thought about canceling the game but then realized that it 
would mean sending about 20 000 people out onto the already congested streets tonight's game though has 
been postponed we're going to head back out to john roberts who is at the scene of that bridge collapse in 
minneapolis this morning john and uh twins officials who play at the metrodome which is literally just across 
the street from where i'm standing said that in fact all of this weekend's games might be affected by this as 
you can imagine thousands of minnesota twins fans will cross this bridge going back and forth to the game 
we're about 400 yards away from the southernmost point of the collapse you can see some some vehicles 
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collapse you can see some some vehicles down there you see the green exit sign for university avenue just 
about 100 feet past that it just drops off in into nothing and that whole 2000 foot long span sits in the 
mississippi river valley with a large chunk of about 400 feet long right in the river itself and according to 
officials there may be as many as 50 vehicles in that area in the water and 20 people still missing you know 
when this bridge came down it was just such a shock to everyone here i mean you can imagine the massive 
span the hundreds of thousands of tons of concrete and steel cars people inside them people were literally 
shell shocked when they came upon the scene here's some of what we heard in the early minutes following 
the collapse last night take a listen the bridge on 35w has collapsed there are several known dead people as 
part of that it's a very dynamic situation it just completely gave way the whole bridge from uh one side of 
mississippi to the other just completely gave away fell all the way down um i probably had a 30 35 foot free 
fall we carried people from the bridge on you know put them on the stretchers and then carry them to the 
ambulance um you know when you put a bloody delusional pregnant woman onto a stretcher and then 
carried to the ambulance it's one of those things you're gonna remember for a while there were a lot of kids 
that were hurt there was a guy who had his car had fallen in he said his truck had split in half and he was 
bloody his nose was bloody i realized that the school bus was neck right next to me and me and a couple 
other other guys went over and uh started lifting the kids off the bridge they were yelling screaming bleeding i 
think there was some broken bones people were stunned people were crying people were scared i don't 
know how this could happen it did unfortunately happen at the busiest time of our rush hour and we also 
have a baseball game coming that started and there was traffic coming into town for the baseball game we 
have one drowning victim here and i believe there are more drowning victims at the scene there were 
emergency vehicles going 
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there were emergency vehicles going every which direction downtown minneapolis sirens everywhere 
people running everywhere and the bridge that collapsed was about well maybe half mile to my east and it 
was just such an odd sight to look over there and see a bridge that used to always be there no longer being 
there obviously this is a catastrophe of historic proportions for minnesota and and it certainly is that and they 


still do not know the full scope of this tragedy as we said 20 people still missing divers will go back in the 
water very soon just as soon as the light comes up a little bit more to go into those remaining vehicles and 
see if there is anyone inside it is almost it's almost remarkable though the fact that more people weren't killed 
uh so far we have seven confirmed the minneapolis star tribune saying nine and the twenty missing but there 
was there's a school bus with 61 people on board 52 of them children that just made it past the worst part of 
the collapse so somebody was obviously looking over their shoulder but the question that that people are 
asking this morning is how did all of this suddenly happen there was no warning and then as witnesses have 
described it this violent shaking and then the entire bridge deck came down we'll put that question to a 
structural engineer when we come back on american morning stay with us breaking news why did a 
minnesota bridge buckle and crumble over the mississippi river this is a catastrophe of historic proportions 
devastating pictures and stories of horror this tragedy is you know just beyond belief for us she just told my 
fiance the bridge i'm on is collapsing i've got to go we know that there was at least 50 vehicles probably 
much more than that on the bridge at the time of the collapse everyone has one common goal and that's to 
help as many people as possible dramatic new i report pictures and the search for answers on this special 
edition of american morning 
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and welcome it is thursday august 2nd i'm here in chetria new york and we have our john roberts in 
minneapolis minnesota this morning we're bringing you all of the latest developments in this tragic collapse 
that has left nine people dead 20 others still missing this morning and we have about 60 in local hospitals 
recovering john good morning to you karen yeah we're about to 400 yards away from the southernmost point 
of the bridge collapses the city wakes up this morning trying to figure out really where to start there are still 
20 people missing searchers will go into the water very soon to try to recover what bodies there may be in 
the mississippi river from that center section of the bridge that went down we got some live pictures this 
morning from our minneapolis affiliate k-a-r-e uh you can just see as the sun starts to come up here the the 
scope of the devastation and for some reason you missed this last night and this was all over the news last 
night what happened was about 609 610 last night right at the height of rush hour there was a sudden violent 
vibration of violence shaking and this i-35 bridge span almost 2000 feet long just suddenly plunged into the 
mississippi river valley almost without warning the only thing that investigators have to go on at this point is 
the fact that the bridge was under construction they were replacing the bridge deck and the fact that in 2005 
the u.s department of transportation according to the minneapolis star tribune had cited the bridges as being 
deficient we also have some incredible pictures take a look at this this is of security video taken just as a 
section of the bridge came down this is just pointed at a section of the bridge you can see the bridge deck 
just sort of heave and then collapse into that valley with a cloud of dust that comes up a tractor trailer that 
was on another section of the bridge a little further down caught fire took firefighters at the better part of 45 
minutes to put that out we got this video by the way we should say from an anonymous source who wanted 
to remain anonymous because they weren't authorized to give it out but it certainly gives you just an 
incredible picture of what happened 
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an incredible picture of what happened just after six o'clock central time last night i want to bring in kevin 
dukesher he is a veteran of the minneapolis star tribune's been with the newspaper since 1989. uh you're 
reporting on this this bridge disaster for us today what kind of shock has this been to the system of the city 
it's been a terrible shock john i think it's probably the grim state in the twin cities since senator wellstone's 
plane crashed five years ago there's not been a disaster like this here for many many years almost 
immediately after the bridge came down you followed your instincts you went down to that area you were 
talking to some people what was the sense that you got from them as they came down off what was left of 
the bridge the part that didn't go into the river the looks on their faces just stunned on incom not being able to 
comprehend what had happened to them and uh just sort of looking around i ran into one fellow who was 
very worried that his wife might get word that uh that he was okay and uh he was looking for a cell phone 
that sort of thing was happening the u.s department of transportation has an inventory of bridges and every 


couple of years or so it puts out a report on these bridges and what kind of shape they're in we were shocked 
that in 2003 160 000 bridges were found to have some sort of deficiency it could be very minor it could just 
be cosmetic but some of them had major structural deficiencies your newspaper has got a prominent story 
this morning about a 2005 u.s department of transportation report about this particular bridge what does it 
say it says essentially that there's a good chance there's a structural deficiency in this bridge in that it might 
be wise to replace it in in some period of time it gave it a score of about 50 percent which is right about in the 
middle and it suggests that there are some structural problems with the the trusses and so forth and so on 
we're waiting to get more details on the foundation for that report today so this really this is right on the cusp 
this score of 50 is an indication that you should start thinking about replacing it at some point there was 
another university of minneapolis report that was done back in 2001 which also expressed some concerns 
what did that report find well it it's it said essentially the same thing 
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it's it said essentially the same thing that there were some structural defects that might uh bear looking at um 
as you know there was a work crew that had been working on the bridge in the past past six weeks but they 
were doing resurfacing and that sort of thing they weren't taking care of the structure itself just resurfacing 
the deck i think this 2001 university report also found that there was a lack of redundant systems in the 
bridge so that if one piece of it let go the whole thing could let go the people that you talk to what did they 
describe happened just before the bridge came down they just there was we as we look for clues here right 
as to what could have happened right there was really no warning uh what they described was a rolling of 
the bridge and and a lot of people thought maybe it was their car there was some bouncing up and down a 
low rumble and then everything happened people looked ahead and behind and saw cars disappearing and 
it's just in and of course this is an earthquake country and so you don't expect this sort of thing to happen 
here and if there had been a record of seismic activity yeah the usgs would have picked that up and people 
people have have seen this idea of harmonic vibration which you know every every kid who went to science 
class saw the tacoma narrows bridge collapse where the wind managed to reach the resonant frequency of 
the bridge and just tossed it around like it was a piece of taffy with any suggestion that the vibration maybe 
from uh jackhammers that were breaking up the bridge deck might have had something to do there's been a 
lot of speculation and i'm sure that all those things are going to be looked at i think it might be too soon to 
really think yeah that could be it but i'm sure all those are possibilities are going to be looked at there was a 
train underneath the bridge i understand it was not moving so that would not have caused a vibration but 
there's an awful lot for authorities to be combing through today yeah we also found that a couple of those 
train cars and they were tanker cars were crushed under the weight of the bridge but officials were quick to 
say that i think they contained polyvinyl which was not a toxic substance so there was no danger of any kind 
of election actually this morning john we need to check this out too there was some talk about noxious fumes 
and uh so we still have to find out whether or not there's any truth to that which is why they push the 
perimeter back a little right exactly on the north end which is why we 
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exactly on the north end which is why we have to be as far away from the bridge as we are right now well 
kevin thanks very much for joining us with your local expertise appreciate a note you're going to continue to 
follow the story maybe we can tap into that expertise a little bit more right this morning thank you appreciate 
it kevin dixon from the minneapolis star tribune karen all right john thanks a lot you know we're also 
expecting to hear from minneapolis mayor rt ryback coming up in our next half hour he's going to be talking 
to us right here and also the governor tim paul entering our eight o'clock eastern hour as well we're also 
expecting some news conferences this morning to get some updates on what is going on what the day holds 
in terms of the rescue and recovery and whether or not there are any new details about what may have 
caused the bridge to collapse as soon as we get word of those news conferences we'll bring them to you as 
they happen we also want to show you some of the amazing video the pictures that we've been getting from 
our eye reporters across the country people who were at the scene with their cameras or their cell phones 
the first video is from steve dwarak when he heard of the collapse he got on his bike he went to the scene 


and these are some of the pictures that he is bringing us and there you can see just really a close look at the 
bridge and the deck almost vertical in the air an upside down v if you will people that were on the bridge at 
the time just describe it as just sliding cars sliding one on top of another sometimes caught in the hollows of 
those v's sometimes just precariously perched along the edge of the guardrail and as we know of course 
others that plunge right into the river below also we have some pictures taken by andrew worrell we spoke 
with him earlier this morning he used his press credentials from his high school newspaper to get close to the 
scene these are a couple of the shots that he took he described the situation to us at the time he said it was 
eerily quiet he said there was about 10 minutes or so of silence before they began to hear the sirens from the 
ambulance and fire trucks off in the distance this was a time when people were really 
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this was a time when people were really on their own trying to get themselves out of their cars and assisting 
other people that they saw there you can see some of the injuries the walking wounded as they describe it 
people who were able to get themselves away from the scene but indeed probably needed to see some 
medic seek some medical attention afterward brad paulson took these pictures about 15 to 20 minutes after 
the bridge collapsed he rode his bike right next to the bridge along the river and started taking those pictures 
as well and there you see the rescue workers in the foreground here's another picture from brad the highway 
literally looks twisted it looks twisted like taffy it's unbelievable unimaginable that something that heavy and 
built to be so sound could simply fall apart and crumble like that and there are more pictures and you see the 
firefighters and rescue workers looking up at the disaster there everybody's springing into action at the time 
doing everything they could to try to get as many survivors as possible and that of course will begin any 
moment now as first light comes up in minneapolis joining us on the phone right now wayne liske he's a 
structural engineer thanks for being with us wayne you've designed many small bridges what are you what 
from what you're hearing right now which is a very limited information but there is talk that there were a 
couple reports that were questioning the soundness of this structure in fact the u.s department of 
transportation's national bridge inventory database called it structurally deficient two years ago and possibly 
said it needed to be replaced yes so when you take a look at this type of devastation wayne uh do you have 
any idea what may have caused this bridge to buckle like it did well when a bridge fails suddenly or building 
or any other other structure it's usually one of three things the connection failed one of the members buckled 
or there was a fatigue failure and um the investigative team will be looking at all three of these situations to 
determine what was the 
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situations to determine what was the cause fatigue is definitely an interesting point right now since the 2005 
report brought it up as an issue what does fatigue failure mean fatigue is a is a failure of a member due to 
cyclic loading like if you had a 36 inch deep beam and and as things roll over it it cracks up an inch so now 
it's only there's a crack in the bottom of it and let's say that crack moves up one inch so now it's only 35 
inches deep it it loads again and it moves up another inches it's now it's only 34 inches deep if the beam 
keeps getting shorter and shorter and shorter because of the stiffness of the structure around it you never 
have a deflection then all of a sudden it gets so shallow that when it does does fail let's say it's at the 12 inch 
deep beam now it needs to be 36 it just fails immediately and and it's a sudden failure and that's you know 
we did have a sudden failure here so that's one thing they're going to look at very closely you know there 
was also talk because as you say a sudden failure didn't seem like there was any incident that came before 
this meaning uh in some situations we've seen a barge hit a bridge and and that was able to knock it down or 
i in a scene in california we saw a tanker truck and it was simply the heat coming from the burning oil and 
gasoline that caused that one but in this instance we really didn't have anything that came before it to cause 
this to happen um but when they talk about things being structurally deficient how do you know when you 
know its time is up i guess you could say well your your design team is just going to look at look at a 
structure and if they think it it could possibly fail it's it's time is up um well that's interesting that you say that 


because in this one article uh that we're reading when they give a score the uh the u.s department of 
transportation this bridge inventory they say that um many other bridges nationwide carry the same 
designation of being structurally deficient does that mean we need to start going back 
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that mean we need to start going back and figuring out whether hundreds or perhaps even thousands of 
bridges across the country need to be replaced well yes or no the problem with the term like that is that it can 
be structurally deficient but it can be a minor minor issue that wouldn't cause the whole bridge to collapse so 
i understand we need to be a little bit careful and jumping on that too hard so it's a it's a it's a broader term 
that maybe something needs to look at i got you all right well wayne liska thanks for your insight this morning 
a structural engineer who's designed many small bridges thanks john karen you know we've been hearing 
from eyewitnesses ever since the bridge went down at just a little bit after six o'clock last night central time 
jerry clark is a resident of riverview tower which is that building just over my left shoulder it looks like it's 
about 20 stories tall had a bird's eye view of the bridge uh jerry joins us now jerry you you didn't actually see 
it go down but you heard it you rushed to the window afterwards what's exactly what did you hear what went 
through your mind when you heard that well i've i've never heard a sound like that in my life and uh i i 
actually witnessed a 23 car pileup on this bridge at one time and that was nothing compared to this sound 
what was the sound it's like all of a sudden you know it's like uh scaffolding falling down or something you 
know is a weird sound and i said this i've never heard this so i quickly jumped up the look you ran to the 
window and what did you see the whole bridge is in the water i mean it's down and i thought that can't be but 
it was i mean everything was down and when i saw it the part of the bridge was still above water the north 
end actually went under water after about i don't know a few minutes but when i saw it it was still above the 
water and then i saw people getting out of cars the few cars that were down there and i saw these little white 
balloons and i thought what is going on here i couldn't figure out there were little white things floating around 
and people kind of staggering out of cars and of 
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kind of staggering out of cars and of course they were stunned i mean i'm amazed but everything was in 
slow motion incredible white balloons turned out to be the white balloons i assume were the airbags from the 
house out of these cars because every every airbag had to go off when they fell 65 feet but you know it was 
everything was in slow motion and then people were just sort of looking around and i'm thinking should i run 
down there i mean go go go but it took a while for people to come too it has to be a real shock to the mind to 
look and say the bridge collapsed yeah right well and if you're at first you think earthquake i walk under that 
bridge almost every day so i have seen the structure from below and it didn't take me long to figure out that 
that i never even thought of terrorism i said that bridge something that one of the all of these pieces fit 
together with pins and so forth and i thought it had to be a pin rusting or something up there from all of the 
jackhammering on the top they weren't doing any any structural work on it but how long had they been 
working on the bridge oh six weeks eight weeks it's been a long time that they've been jackhammering and 
of course i hear all of that has there been any talk about this bridge here in minneapolis no no nobody's ever 
said a word and they've inspected it and you know everything was just fine eventually it's supposed to be 
moved in about five 10 years or 15 years they're supposed to be moving it or repairing it or doing something 
so you saw people walking around in a daze almost in slow motion as you said in the bridge deck did you 
see any activity in the water no nothing in the water there wasn't a thing in the water i couldn't you know 
there must have been a lot of cars dumped on the west side but i saw nothing in the water and then all of a 
sudden i saw all these kids running up the street i couldn't see the school bus the school bus was behind the 
bread truck there was no fire originally there was no fire for the first five minutes and i thought well thank god 
at least these cars are not going to burn out and then that tractor trailer went on and then the tractor trailer 
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went on and then the tractor trailer went and and i saw all these kids running and i thought well there must 
have been a a whole bunch of kids coming on some kind of a school thing and they had to turn around and 
go the other way because i never realized that there was a bus there yeah 50 52 children on board that 61 
people in total yeah somebody's got a back injury but that's about the extent of it they were so so very 
amazing and they were running up the street and of course the red cross is right across the block up there so 
obviously this is going to cause a huge inconvenience the major south to north artery in north south artery uh 
here in the heart of minneapolis is out of commission for lord knows how long but what's it doing to the city 
the fact that this tragedy occurred a scope catastrophe of unimaginable uh unimaginable proportions as the 
governor put it and the fact that there was so much death here as well oh i i i have no idea i mean all i know 
is this city is going to recover i i don't know how it'll happen but i've seen you know things happen before 
around here and with all the work they were doing on this thing they were rerouting it and closing it on and off 
and so forth and somehow the city will get by yeah i know the city will get by but it's going to be a whole 
different life around here it's that minnesota night spirit is it something like that yeah we're gonna make it 
jerry thanks very much for joining us with uh with your observations yeah really appreciate it great thanks for 
coming in all right more of american morning after this stay with us we'll be back from minneapolis and new 
york we didn't know what was going on uh my eyes were closed i opened them i saw cement blocks in the 
front of the car and then all of a sudden we were stopped and our car is perpendicular to the ground [Music] 
and welcome back to american morning's continuing coverage of the minnesota bridge collapse today there 
will be two prayer services one will be held at noon local time which is central time in 
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local time which is central time in minnesota for the victims and for their families this will be put on by the 
archdiocese of saint paul and minneapolis also earlier this morning we had a chance to talk to gary babino 
now he was driving in his pickup truck on the bridge when it gave way he told us what it was like as the 
structure came down well i knew that the entire bridge gave way because i could see the whole thing and i i 
just i stayed in my car for one or two seconds i i saw a couple cars fall so i i stayed in my car until you know 
the cars quit falling for a second and i got out real quick ran you know in front of my truck because behind my 
truck was just a hole and uh i i helped help the woman off of the bridge with me and i just i just wanted off the 
bridge i got off the bridge and that's and then i ran over to the school bus right he said he ran to the school 
bus and he assisted in helping these children there were 52 children as well as eight staff workers they were 
coming back from a field trip on the bus and in much of the video that you've been seeing on cnn you can 
see that bus actually pressed on its side up against a guard rail gary is one of the many people that helped 
bring those children ranging in age from four years old into their teens to safety they were eventually then 
reunited with their parents but that was a harrowing ordeal for those little kids it had taken hours in some 
cases to get them reunited again with their families well we want to now turn to greg hunter he's been able to 
gather some information on this 2003 report that labeled a number of bridges in our country obsolete greg 
joins us now live from the manhattan side of the george washington bridge greg tell us a little bit about what 
you've been able to find out well first of all a little bit about the gw bridge it's a toll bridge cost six bucks to 
come in from new jersey into manhattan it's run by the port authority and that may be a reason why it's so 
well maintained this bridge is very well maintained it just finished painting it's a huge bridge 
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painting it's a huge bridge the towers are 600 feet tall it spans a mile across the hudson river from new jersey 
from fort lee into northern manhattan it has an upper deck with eight lanes you can see tractor trailers up 
there a lower deck with three lanes it's a huge bridge very well maintained not not really the case in almost a 
quarter bridges across the country according to the american society of civil engineers they say as of 2003 
160 000 some odd bridges are in their words structurally deficient that means that deteriorating structural 
components or functionally obsolete that means that the bridge was designed for uh you know cars and 
trucks of a certain weight and you know x amount and now they're bigger trucks and many more cars and so 
it's structurally obsolete for the traffic flows and the amount of weight carried on the bridge now that said the 
structurally deficient term does not necessarily mean as your guest on just a little while ago doesn't 


necessarily mean that the bridge is imminent to collapse or whatever but there are structural problems 
deficiencies laid out by the american society of civil engineers they also say that the country needs to spend 
a lot on infrastructure in general now this is a part of a report the bridges that says points the finger at we 
need structural of uh you know engineering and new bridges or or refurbished bridges we need highway 
money we need uh money spent on the power grid we had a blackout a few years ago here in new york city 
so this is all part and parcel of the infrastructure so why people should care in oklahoma or san francisco or 
in st louis or florida is that they have bridges 160 000 according to the american society of civil engineers that 
are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete lots of money needs to be spent in the next 10 years 1.3 to 
1.6 trillion on infrastructure 10 billion a year for the next 20 years just on bridges bringing them up to 
standard back to you karen you know and greg it's interesting on this national bridge inventory database that 
you were also referring to where it got that designation is structurally uh deficient 
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designation is structurally uh deficient they also rank some of the components on a scale of zero to nine and 
according uh to 2005 to this article the overall bridge got a rating from zero to nine it got a rating of four so it 
looks like that's somewhat in the middle as well but not that great well not that great and uh the investigator 
is going to look into this but the overall trend nationally we have a lot of bridges that need repair or replacing 
it's not just a minneapolis problem who knows what went wrong with that bridge but there are documented 
problems with bridges around the country billions needs to be spent just on bridges to bring them up to park 
erin yeah perhaps this is an unfortunate wake-up call uh to that greg hunter thank you john karen thanks very 
much the sun beginning to come up here now in minneapolis which means that the recovery operations will 
start again they were suspended last night because in the dark it was just too dangerous for divers to be 
going into the mississippi river with all that twisted steel and the cars and the concrete and the reinforcing rod 
so when the sun comes up just a little bit more they've got some boats in the water now assessing the 
situation they'll put the divers back in and try to recover what they believe are the remaining bodies here as 
many as 20 people still missing after that collapse and a couple of varying numbers in terms of how many 
people died official number thus far is seven minneapolis star tribune great local newspaper here reporting 
nine people died national transportation safety board it's on its way over here to try to ascertain how this 
whole thing happened coming up here on american morning we're going to be speaking with a former official 
from the ntsb get his take on things we're also going to be joined by arty ryback he is the mayor of 
minneapolis talk about how the city is responding to this and how the city will cope and also governor tim 
pawlenty is going to be joining us a little bit later on to talk more about this we have continuing coverage from 
minneapolis and new york this morning on this american morning stay with us we'll be right back i saw the 
car myself it had fallen from at least three stories it tumbled rolled 
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at least three stories it tumbled rolled off at the should be a minivan frankly it was a little hard to tell and the 
woman got out of it with just a scratch on her forehead [Music] we saw a giant cloud of smoke and dust and 
debris and immediately we thought it was a fire but at which point we started driving over 35w we realized 
the bridge has collapsed pictures are still amazing and startling to see even some 12 or 13 hours after this 
bridge collapse took place in minneapolis minnesota and welcome back by the way i'm kieron chetri in new 
york john roberts is on the scene in minneapolis this morning and real quick john we're going to show this 
video again that cnn obtained it was recorded by a security camera that shows the actual collapse there you 
see it to the right of your screen this was the video camera that was set up on the north side of the bridge it 
was provided to cnn by someone who did not want to be identified because they were not authorized to 
distribute it publicly at this time but they did give it to cnn and john i mean it just looks like it happened almost 
in the blink of an eye and that's what a lot of the survivors are recounting to us this morning yeah the whole 
thing apparently took about four seconds from from start to finish survivors who we talked to say that they felt 
a violent vibrating motion and then all of a sudden the world started disappearing out from underneath them 
hey karen a fellow who has been extremely busy over the last 12 hours is rt ryback here he is the mayor of 
minneapolis he is down on the scene now as i expected he has been all night and he joins us now on the 


telephone uh mayor ryback uh what can you give us in in terms of the latest as far as the the number of dead 
the number of injured and the number of people still missing this morning uh the numbers you're reporting as 
i understand them are are correct and there's very little additional else i can can give you uh right at this 
moment i'm going to be in a couple more tactical meetings in the 
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a couple more tactical meetings in the next few hours uh but i i think right now the most important things that 
we're doing are uh a uh making sure that we uh have the team continuing on their recovery but that's the and 
i think uh increasingly important is to be providing support to the families who have either learned of a terrible 
tragedy or in some cases don't know and may not know for some time i think that's been one of the most 
difficult things for uh for people right now and i think we want to give them as much personal support as we 
can yeah we talked with courtney johnson who's from the local red cross chapter here about an hour and a 
little bit ago and she said that this is such an incredible need because the city obviously has never 
experienced anything like this uh mayor as far as those recovery operations go we understand that they 
were suspended overnight because it was too dangerous for the divers to go in the water have those 
resumed and if they haven't when will they resume the diving was suspended the recovery in different forms 
uh continued but uh but the the the work in the in the water will be resuming uh uh shortly uh this morning i 
think one of the things that's um important about this is that uh that minneapolis obviously as most other 
american cities has gone through a significant emergency preparedness training so uh the tactics of what we 
did last night are things that we've drilled on obviously you can never be prepared for something as 
horrendous as this but we did we were able to i think to go to the command center under city hall 
immediately and begin to have people understand their positions because we thrilled uh similar incidents or 
not and that's what we'll be doing we'll continue to execute the plan learning from what happened last night 
and uh and moving forward andrew andrew worrell a student journalist who joined us a little while ago said 
he found it remarkable how quickly and how efficiently and methodically the rescue workers went about their 
business he said they they really showed heroism particularly getting into those 
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heroism particularly getting into those waters of the mississippi uh with the current there all the debris in the 
waters and with still the threat of further collapse mayor we've been talking about this 2005 u.s department of 
transportation uh report is an inventory of bridges that show that there were some structural deficiencies in 
this i-35 bridge what can you tell us about that first off before moving off the the first point you made there 
was remarkable heroism and and we just can't say how wondertul it was to be that heroic and that prepared 
which helped make this not as even worse of a tragedy your second point about the issue of um of uh uh 
structural issues i'll be meeting with the secretary of transportation our senators the governor and uh and 
other uh local leaders uh in a couple of hours and that will be uh be part of the discussion there uh the 
federal team will be on site today to uh inspect the uh the issue and we'll be able to get at those issues at this 
point uh because we've been so tactical and on the ground i haven't had the opportunity to review those 
reports in depth as we'll be doing throughout the day are there any early thoughts mayor about what may 
have caused this collapse uh i think all of us have speculation but at this point that's exactly what it is and 
and i'll know more i think we'll all Know more after we meet with the federal uh and state teams uh in the 
department of transportation minnesota department transportation which is in uh in charge of it yeah mr 
mayor this is a tragedy that's still unfolding we obviously don't yet fully know the the scope of it and it's going 
to be some time for the recovery operations to be completed but something that we hear from a lot of twin 
cities residents this morning is that this is going to be a major disruption for an awfully long time the question 
i have is where do you even begin in terms of demolishing what's left of the bridge in reconstruction well 
you're right that the scale of this is is enormous when one of the most significant routes of getting in and out 
of the city 
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routes of getting in and out of the city is down minneapolis does have many routes into the downtown half of 
our uh almost half of our uh downtown workforce takes nap transit in some form which is very good and 
we're going to be encouraging uh that there is a there's a bridge just nearby that can do some of the work but 
the the fact of the matter is this will mean a a massive commuting change and challenge uh this morning i 
think people are uh are doing everything they can to uh to take other routes but uh yeah it uh there's no 
doubt about it this is going to be a huge uh change in the way we do business here mayor rt ryback i know 
that you're extraordinarily busy thank you sir for taking time out of your morning we really appreciate you 
being with us karen sean thanks and right now we're going to check in with rob marciano he's been tracking 
the weather for us from the cnn weather center in atlanta about what they can expect in minneapolis as the 
rescue workers get ready to head out again at first light any moment now to begin this rescue operation or 
recovery operation as it's now being called hi rob hi karen weather today actually improving as compared to 
the past couple of days heat has been a big issue with temperatures well into the 90s the past several days 
the northern plains the upper midwest the western great lakes have really been baking under extreme heat 
with temperatures well above average average temperature for the minneapolis area is 82-83 degrees for 
this time of year today they'll still be above that but they will be cooler than yesterday look here on the map 
we do have a distinguished area between green which represents cooler air and the yellows and oranges 
there is a front that came through last night and here's a little bit of a radar action from that front coming 
through the area watch how the winds go from go from calm to bumping up from the southwest 15 or to 20 
miles an hour so we did have a bit of a gust front that came through with this system we don't expect much in 
the way of winds today the winds that are there will come out of the northwest the front and the heavier 
weather is through the minneapolis area so look for a high 
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the minneapolis area so look for a high of about 84 degrees under partly cloudy skies water temperatures by 
the way are very warm the mississippi river this high up is very shallow i mean the headwaters are right up in 
through here and they don't move very rapidly at the headwaters about one mile per hour is the current uh 
further downstream it does range about to three miles an hour or more of course that area is just 
downstream from a waterfall or dam so the current there a little bit more intense but it is pretty shallow and 
because of that the water temperatures are very warm lower 80s expected are what we've been seeing for 
water temperatures along the upper mississippi river all summer long and air temperatures are going to 
represent about that for the next several days we might see a little bit of rain on saturday but the next couple 
days karen including today look to be pretty nice with low levels of humidity pretty comfortable and as we're 
seeing now the sun coming up it should be pretty clear with good visibility throughout the day that's certainly 
some good news rob marciano thanks well many of the pictures that we've been showing to you this morning 
have come from regular people who were just in the area at the time and earlier john spoke with andrew 
wuerl who was on his way to the twins game he used his high school newspaper press credentials to get 
close enough to the bridge to capture some shots he described the scene when he arrived a few minutes 
after the bridge collapsed there were tons of pedestrians climbing up onto the cedar avenue bridge and they 
were just crowding around trying to get a better view it was actually mysteriously quiet and they were all 
staring over the side i think in shock and disbelief just trying to put together what had happened for 
themselves in their head and i went around them started shooting the triage sessions that were going on 
underneath the bridge as well as some of the construction workers that i saw had you ever seen anything 
like this before i mean obviously we've seen bridge collapses on television the i-10 freeway the i-5 freeway 
up in the antelope valley after the northridge earthquake but how did how were you struck by all of it you 
know you're right we do see it on tv a lot but seeing it in person live it was 
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seeing it in person live it was it's indescribable how many cars would you say were on the bridge at the time 
it looked from me anywhere on the bridge all the sections probably anywhere between 30 and 40 cars right 
now we've heard that it was bumper-to-bumper traffic and the bridge had been narrowed down to two lanes 
in either direction so traffic was moving fairly slowly did you talk to anybody while you were there i did not i 


just shot photos right the police tried to shoot you off the bridge they did it one time but they were mostly 
concerned with getting the pedestrians off and that was cleared up so in just in terms of what you sensed 
coming from the people who were on the bridge trying to get off what words would you use to describe that 
disbelief i mean really just shocked that this would happen here to them what's the scene that struck you the 
most i mean when you're looking through the lens of that camera you're picking up little moments in time 
what's the what's the moment that struck you the most when i was shooting some of the triage patients there 
was one woman that i remember and you have the picture actually her ankle is twisted sideways but she 
looks absolutely almost content just laying there and she's not reacting at all and that just shocked me i 
mean if that was me i think i would be just bawling in pain well i mean you could you could certainly imagine 
though the situation like that that shock is is going to set in um how is this affecting people in this town i think 
it's just bringing everyone together if anything everyone has one common goal and that's to help as many 
people as possible at this point like you said there's not much anyone else can do and there's probably no 
more survivors and we've heard that sentiment from a lot of people this morning the community is coming 
closer together during this tragedy in fact we talked with eyewitnesses who not only after escaping unharmed 
from their own cars then started about looking for survivors who needed help in other cars one of them telling 
the story of helping take several children out of a school bus that had been upended on that bridge we're 
going to take a quick break when we come back continuing coverage of the minneapolis bridge collapse 
we're expected to hear from more officials this morning get an update from the rescue officials on how 
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update from the rescue officials on how things are going today as the recovery operations start with sunup 
we'll be right back i i fell probably about 30 40 feet um landed on the shore of the mississippi i'm so lucky to 
be live on the way down ii thought i was dead i literally thought i was dead we're continuing to follow the 
latest developments this morning in the minnesota bridge collapse at least nine people confirmed killed 62 
others hurt and there is video coming to us from an anonymous source actually of a security camera that 
was set up on the north side of the bridge that captured the actual collapse and as we've had it described by 
witnesses and then seeing it here imagine just how unexpected we see someone run up with without shoes 
on or across the camera as well but when we uh we'll re-cue it in just a second you'll see once again just 
how quickly uh it went from standing and completely up with with a hundred thousand cars crossing over it or 
more on a daily basis right in the heart of rush hour and then you see it just simply buckle um 50 some cars 
plunging into the mississippi river the recovery operations will continue today because 50 actually 20 people 
are still missing this morning and 50 to 60 others again as we said injured in this also we're learning that the 
minnesota governor tim pawlenty is going to be speaking with president bush around 8 o'clock eastern so in 
just about 15 minutes from now and we're going to talk more about that also as we heard just a few minutes 
ago the mayor of minneapolis telling john that both minnesota senators have left washington they are now 
headed for home senator norm coleman arriving at reagan international airport in d.c there you see him early 
this morning and also flying west minnesota's junior senator as well she had a chance to talk to reporters 
before boarding her flight 
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our prayers and our thoughts are with those families to think to have lives taken in this one minute on a 
summer august day just like that one minute tragedy of a bridge that no one ever would have thought in their 
wildest dreams could have gone down so our thoughts are with their families and we will be there to do 
anything we can for them the national transportation safety board has also dispatched a team of 
investigators to minnesota they're going to be helping out with the investigation and cnn caught up with that 
team of investigators as they arrived at reagan international airport for the flight to the scene of the tragedy 
kathleen koch is standing by in washington with more uh have you have you learned anything right now as to 
what their uh what they're naming as a possible reason for this devastating collapse kathleen well karen 
obviously they don't have one they haven't even arrived on the scene yet so we won't be hearing from them 
right away on that but this nine number go team did leave washington d.c early this morning this very big 
investigation for them gary van etten has been named the lead investigator for the ntsb but this is a disaster 


of such magnitude that the ntsb chairman mark rosenker has deployed as well to be the primary spokesman 
on location also a transportation secretary peters is on route to the site of the disaster and she spoke as she 
left washington i think the most important thing for us to say right now is on on behalf of president bush vice 
president cheney our agency and all of us our thoughts and our prayers go out to the victims the families 
those grand jury so a multi-pronged federal response to this major disaster and ntsb spokesman ted 
lepakowicz tells me that the head of the ntsb rosenker is already on scene and so they're expecting we 
should have an ntsb briefing sometime this morning karen the u.s department of transportation has this 
national bridge inventory database i 
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national bridge inventory database i guess they rate bridges all the bridges around the country and according 
to this article from the minneapolis state tribune this one was rated as structurally deficient two years ago 
and possibly in need of replacing what will the team be looking for kathleen when they head out there today 
well karen certainly what you mentioned i think that is something that mary peters the transportation 
secretary will certainly be getting questions on now as to the ntsb they're going to be breaking up into several 
teams they'll be looking at things like the design the construction of the bridge its maintenance history the 
rescue response to the accident also other factors like weather water flow the ntsb is part of its team has 
deployed the head of its materials lab he's a metallurgist so he will certainly be looking at issues like 
corrosion but certainly what they're going to be looking for first is the failure point what part of this bridge 
failed first and precipitated this disaster though when i spoke to the package a few minutes ago he 
acknowledged that investigators realized that that failure point could be underwater it may not be locatable 
for quite some time interesting to point out the ntsb sent a letter last june that was just over a year ago to the 
federal highway administration to osha and to the american association of state and highway transportation 
officials asking them to better regulate contractors working on bridges and a section of this freeway has been 
under repair for the last six weeks crews resurfacing it karen kathleen koch in washington for us we'll check 
in with you later thanks you bet john hey karen we're fortunate to have with us this morning jim burnett he 
was the chairman of the national transportation safety board until 1991 he's in arkansas just happened to be 
up here in minneapolis for the republican national committee convention uh let me ask you jim first of all what 
are you what are your initial thoughts about this collapse if you were still with the ntsb where would your mind 
be running here but what to look for well the first thing i would look for is the inspection reports on this bridge 
to see what they reveal about any problems that existed uh apparently there's no indication that 
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apparently there's no indication that there's been any collision the third-party collision with the bridge so that 
would be something i would have been concerned about uh yeah we remembered the sunshine skyway 
industry that's right the ship that one time it came down a i-40 bridge in oklahoma which was struck by a 
barge um beyond that um there are some reports that there were that fatigue cracking had been uh identified 
in the uh somewhere in the structure in the inspection and it was not considered critical at least at this point 
do you recall when that was no i think i don't know whether it's in the 2004 inspection or more recently and 
that that that analysis of the inspection data will be probably come under some scrutiny especially if it 
appears that there was a metal failure so put that into layman's terms for us if you get fatigue cracking what 
does that indicate should happen with the bridge well fatigue cracking is something that can be propagated 
and it may be by vibration and of course every vehicle that comes across a bridge creates a vibration 
construction on the bridge probably also created vibration and that's not not the fault of the construction 
company but just because that's what what happens when you use a jackhammer so um all of those things 
will have to be very carefully uh analyzed probably not only in engineering studies but uh using computers to 
to see what the effect of vibration or other environmental factors work is it possible that the jackhammering 
which can be fairly vigorous at times plus the the traffic moving slowly over the bridge could have set the 
circumstances for a catastrophic collapse well we don't know that yet but those are the things that will be will 
be examined by the investigation so take us to where the ntsb team will will be looking here we've got a 


twisted mass of metal in concrete how will they do the forensics on that how will they pick out the clue very 
much in an aviation accident investigation you you trace what happened back to the inception by identifying 
impact one one piece of 
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identifying impact one one piece of metal impacting another and therefore you can reverse that process and 
go back to the part that failed first and so some of that will be done obviously they'll be examining every 
piece of twisted or or cracked metal will be looked at by middle ear just to see if there's signs there of of 
certain types of of cracking or metal failures one more quick question to you jim we know about this u.s 
department of transportation bridge inventory report that shows deficiencies and so many thousands of 
bridges is there a potential there that we've got hundreds if not thousands of ticking time bombs like this out 
there not every bridge that's identified on that inventory is unsafe some of them probably are this one was 
never identified as so but just the fact that it's on that inventory which in part is motivated by by budgetary 
efforts to get the budget to replace the infrastructure is is not dispositive in my view now however if there was 
a bridge inspection that identified uh structural problems and they were dismissed for some reason that's 
going to be a critical decision well we'll see what the go team uncovers jim burnett former chairman of the 
ntsb thanks for being with us this morning to be with you good to see you we'll be back with more of 
american morning elizabeth cohen's got a report on the injured six of them in critical condition what kind of 
shape they're in this morning when we come back right after this it was just a real reminiscent of new york 
after 9 11 there were emergency vehicles going every which direction downtown minneapolis sirens 
everywhere people running everywhere [Music] we didn't know what was going on my eyes were closed i 
opened them i saw cement blocks in the front of the car and then all of a sudden we were stopped and our 
cars perpendicular to the ground and welcome back and you know john that's the story we hear from so 
many of these witnesses who just say they didn't know for a second or two whether they were alive or dead 
realize that they had indeed survived what seems 
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that they had indeed survived what seems unsurvivable actually you know landing in some cases in the 
mississippi river and managing to get themselves out it's an amazing story some of these survivors have to 
tell this morning you can imagine we all travel over bridges every day and how many times have those 
people gone over that i-35 bridge crossing the mississippi river and then suddenly they feel a big vibration 
and the world disappears out from underneath them but we're going to be speaking with another survivor a 
guy who fortunately was on the north end of the bridge heading into minneapolis traveling southbound the 
bridge collapsed just before he got to the worst part of it bernie toyvan will be joining us to to recount his 
experience and also i think it was very important what jim burnett told us karen just a little while ago these 
these reports of fatigue cracking of the metal in this bridge and whether or not that ever raised any kind of 
concerns here that's something that this ntsb go team will be looking at also we want to let people know that 
we're looking uh to get an update within the next 15 minutes it looks like from some of the emergency police 
and rescue officials in minneapolis the minneapolis fire and police department as well as the state patrol and 
we also got word that uh within the next couple of minutes minnesota's governor tim pawlenty is going to be 
speaking with president bush updating him i'm sure on the extent of this tragedy this morning so stay with us 
because the next hour of american morning starts right now 


END 


